




















-—!ISSUED BY —- 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF THE AIR CORPS 





WAR DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON 


’ 
‘ 


se Z 
SEAS 


ANS . Nee. 
==. ie. 


en 





4, £ 
ZA 








S\N S 


aaame 
ro 



































TABLE OF CONTENTS 
~--000-—~ 


High altitude Cross-Country Flying... ‘ae 
Langley Field Pilots Foiled by Old Time eewie a 
Automatic Pressure Control for Airships ...... 
Lieut. Mayhew Wins Patrick Trophy Race ....... 
Indiana National Guard Airmen Well Established... 
A Maddy Time was had by all... a 
The Work of the Air Corps During the “Past "Year e 8 


Wright Field Cold Test Chamber Undergoes Alterations . 


Clever Work in Ballooning .... i acu 
Pilot Lands Burning Airplane in Nothing Flat oe oe 
Electrically Heated Gloves .....2e«+«#-ee-secee 
Coaching and Treining for Pistol Competitions ... 
meee Gna Ries Figineg .. 1. se ee eee ee 
Organizations of the Army Air Coros ....... » 
Mather Field Pilots Fly High... ee ae ee 
Inspector General Visits Randolph Field ~~. + swe 
"Jimmy" Doolittle Expresses Thanks ...... ++. 
Selfridge Field Participates in Navy Day Celebration 
Pursuiters Demonstrate Tactics at Jackson, Mich... 
War Denartment Orders Affecting Air Corns Officers . 
Bm Bamirecie lending. 1 1.0 sw tt ett htt 
Harold Gatty Lectures at Wright Field ...... 
Accuracy of Maoning From the Air..... a 
Some "Dope" on the Missouri National Guard Airmen . 
New Aircraft Running Lignts ....... 
Notes from Air Corns Fieids ..... + + ee ew 
Inspection Division Hotes. . .. s+ ess seee 


424 = 428 


436 ~ 437 


458 - 453 
454 — 456 


J~6214, A. Ce 





wei ct 


wh 


th 
th 
ne 
th 
re: 


on 
dis 


* 28) 


ei’ 














VOL. XV : “ a CORPS NEWS NO.14. 


Information Division Manitions Building 
Air Corps December 4, 1931. Washington, D.C.. 








The chief sursose of this oublication is to distribute information on aero- 
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HIGH ALTITUDE CROSS-COUNTRY FLYING 









The first cross-country flight at an alti- 
tude of 20,000 feet, in which all the vilots 
used liquid oxygen, was commleted by the 94th 
Pursuit Squadron on November 3rd, when twelve 
Planes, under the command of Lieut. Harry 
A. Johnson, flew from Selfridge Field to 
es “ Washington, D.C., in two hours and five 

* mimtes. At Selfridge Field two days prior 
to the flight, tests were run on gas consump- 
tion above 20,000 feet, and it was discovered that an econ- 
_omical consumption could be obtained at a fairly high r.p.m. Tests had also been 
conducted in training the pilots in the handling and use of liquid oxygen. 

The flight took off at 1:45 ».m., with a heavy cloud bank covering this sec- 
tion of the country. Five miles from the field, a break in the clouds was dis- 
covered and the flight spiralled upward for a period of thirty minutes until the 
altitude of 19,000 feet was obtained, when the pilots started on their course, 
still climbing. After. breaking through the clouds it was impossible, of course, 
to check any land marks on the ground, and for about one hour there was nothing 
but a sea of white clouds below. As the Ohio River was crossed, a slight break 
showed the river and gave the Squadron Commander an opportunity to check the 
course. A short distance »ast Pittsburgh, Pa., the clouds broke, and from that 
time on the course was easy. ‘The remarkable part of the flight was that after 
getting above the clouds a compass course plotted prior to the take-off, held 
a on the course, and no change was needed when the clouds finally did 

reak. 

A short distance out of Washington, members of the flight noticed the plane 
piloted by Lieut. Hersam startod cavorting crazily about the sky and then diving 
for the earth. Dow he plunged out of sight of the remainder of the flight who, 
wondering, kept on towards Washington. They were delighted, indeed, to have him 
join the flight just before they landed. It was learned that Lieut. Hersam had 
accidentally detached the tube leading from his oxygen supply to his face mask 
while reaching for his map. He was soon unconscious, and his vlane, out of con- 
trol, dove towards the earth until at 7,000 feet the »ilot recovered and righted 
his ship. He joined the flight over Washington, and the 12 planes landed as one 

. unit at Bolling Field, Anacostia, D.C., the first one touching the ground at 
$350 pom. A short time was lost spiralling down slowly so as not to make too 
rapid a change of altitude after a long stay at an. altitude where the pressure 
density was much less than on the ground. ‘The speed averaged 200 miles per hour 

and between 1900 and 1950 r.v.m. All the pilots made the flight to the place 
where they were ready to glide down and Jena on their auxiliary tanks of 55 gal- 
lons, witn the exception of one. 

Liquid oxygen was used on this viii. and it is a marked improvement over 
the gas oxygen carried in cylinders. The regulation of the amount necessary for 
the pilot is entirely automatic and cuts the number of gauges and instruments 
hecessary to keep on a flight of that type. Face masks, in which a tube carrjéd, 
the oxygen to the nostrils, were used, and these -roved superior to those which 
required the tube to be held in the mouth and, in addition, were much more com 
fortable on a long flight. 

Most of the pilots encountered trouble through the fogging of the goggles, 
one pilot losing his gogzles 15 mimtes after taking off and flying the entire 
distance without them. The maximum tenmerature encountered was 20 degrees below 

“zero centigrade, which seems to be the dead line on temperature where goggles 
either will or will not fog. At any temperature below thet, all B6 goggles will 
-419= y~6214, A.C. 





fog until it is impossible to see through them. 

As far as clothing was concerned, the flying suits (B7) were apparently 
warm. enough for the first hour. -.:After that,:all pilots began to chill and dur. 
ing the last hour hoped that Washington would: show up soon, ‘The opinion of thg 
members of the’ flight upon landing was shat the temperature of Washington was 
almost: tropical. 

On the following day the ‘squadron returned to Selfridge Field by elements, 
for the purpose of navigation training. This trip required three hours and 40 
minutes, and most of the »ilots ran very close to the ‘edge on gasoline Prager 
to landing. 

Lieuts.. O'Donnell, Coleman and Hersam sent: the greater part of the after. 
noon awing newsvaver revorters with tales of the flight, having their pictures 
taken for future fan mail and basking in the lime light. 

It can'be seén from this flight that, should Washington be endangered by 
an attack, a squadron could take off from Selfridge Field, arrive at Washington, 
drop the auxiliary tanks, and have sufficient gasoline in the mein tank to go 
right into combat at ceiling just two hours after leaving Selfridge Field, - 

Flying above 20,000 feet, and handling and using of liouid oxygen, consti- 
tuted some of the activities of the 94th Pursuit Squadron during the month of 
October. A considerable number of tests at high altitudes were conducted during 
April, but these were discontimed because of the fact that only five liter con 
tainers for the liquid oxygen were available. These containers were too large 
for a Pursuit type plane, as no pilot on any flight needs that amount of oxygen, 
and there were no means of detormining the amount of oxygen carried. Difficulty 
was also encountered in filling these containers. 

During Seotember, a supply of 2}-liter containers were obtained and install- 
ed in the planes in such manner as to permit them to be quickly removed for fill- 
ing. Representatives of the Materiel Division, Wright Field, were present at 
the preliminary tests. In the method they employed, it required from seven to 
twelve minutes ‘to fill each container. The new type of can they furnished for 
pouring the liquid oxygen from the 25-liter storage tanks into the container 
worked very satisfactorily and cut down the large evavoration losses encountered 
in pouring. Modifications have since been made of the equipment, and the con-— 
tainers can now be filled in about two mimtes after they are removed from the 
plane, 
Flights were made on October 12th by twelve lanes .in formation to indi- 
cated altitudes of 27,000 to 28,000 feet, and considerable maneuvering perform- 
ed, The temperature at that altitude was 27 degrees below zero, centigrade. . 
Great difficulty was exoerienced by the -ilots staying in formation at that alti- 
tude, due to gogsles fogging and then freezing. The average gasoline consumption 
for-one hour's flight, including climb, wes 30.5 gallons. 

Another high altitude journey was mace by two flights on October 15th, for 
the purpose of maneuvering fast at between 21,000 and 22,000 feet, it being de- 
sired to avoid an altitude where the goggles were likely to fog and freeze. the 
temperature encountered was 15 degrees below zero, centigrade. The »lanes man- 
euvered very well at that altitude, and the vilots encountered no. difficulties. 

On October 16th, flights were made to determine the length of time required 
for -a formation to reach 20,000 feet, also the gasoline consumption at that alti- 
tude at 1800 r.».m. For this flight, 25 gallons of gasoline were carried in the 
auxiliary tank. The weather was cloudy, and it was necessary to climb through a 
hole in the clouds. The time required for the climb to 20,000 feet was 19 to 
20 minutes, the speed of the slowest »lane being the determining factor. ‘The 
gasoline consumption at that altitude varied from 17 to 25 gallons per hour. A 
check was made of all the szark plugs in the planes and new ones installed. 
Trouble was encountered by all the pilots, due to goggles fogging, and all com- 
plained of becoming cold. 

Qn October 19th, another formation flight was made to 20,000 feet, and an 
objective of 100 miles away from the field was selected. ‘The planes climbed to 
20,000 feet over the field and then flew to the objective and ne taieied at that 
altitude. The flight was made at 1800 r.p.m., and 25 gallons of gasoline were 
carried in the auxiliary tank. The time required for the climb to 20,000 feet 
was 21 minutes. At that altitude the gasoline consumption averaged 17 gallons 
per hour at 18600 r.o.m., and the temperature was 20 degrees below zero, centi- 
grade. Some trouble was encountered, due to goggles fogging, and pilots com- 
plained of becoming chilled and of suffering mich from cold hands. 

-420~ V~6214, A.C. 
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Two days later, a flight was made to the same objective, the test being the 
game as that carried out on October 19th, save that the r.».m. flowmm by the lead- 
er was 1950. ‘The 25 mimtes required to reach 20,000 feet was unnecessarily 
long, due to the leader falling out, making it necessary for the deputy leader 

to take the lead. The time required to fly. the 100 miles to the objective was 

50 mimutes, making the sveed 120 ti.p.8. ‘The time required for the return trip 
was 30 minutes, or at a speed of 200 m.p.h. The gasoline consumption varied 
considerably, but averaged 24.4 gallons per hour. 

During these flights one pair of electrically heated goggles and mittens 
were used and, aside from a slight amount of moisture forming between the double 
lenses, no trouble was encountered with them. ‘The electrically heated mittens 
were quite comfortable, but could stand a little more heat, and a heating element 
should be in the palm of the hand where it comes in contact with the stick. 

The deductions which can be made from these flights above 20,000 feet are: 

(a) Our planes and engines function satisfactorily at that altitude with 
a little training of personnel, | 

(b) Our personnel flying at that altitude lose some of their alertness, 
after staying there for over an hour, due to becoming chilled. 

(c). That it is almost impossible for the pilot to operate at that altitude 
without electrically heated gogzles and mittens. 

(d) That liquid oxygen fed directly into a face mask is mich more satisfac- 
tory than taking oxygen into the mouth through a tube. 

(e) That when it is desired to operate at high altitudes, liquid oxygen is 
superior to gas oxygen carried. in tanks, as normally the pilot is assured of suf- 
ficient oxygen to keep him aloft until his gasoline supply is exhausted. 

(£) ‘That for the amount of oxygen carried, the liquid oxygen gives a large 
saying in weight. 

(g) Studies are also being made of the desirability of heating open cock- 


pits for the comfort of the pilot, and of oxygen flasks which may be filled as 


quickly and easily as the airplane is refueled when it comes to earth. 
: ——-0000—— 


LANGLEY FIELD PILOTS FOILED BY OLD TIME NEMESIS 


"Fogesx days are here again" at Langley Field, Va., and the tactical training 
of the 2nd Eombardment Group has been seriously curtailed because of it. Old 
Dismal Swamp and its forest fires has always taken quite a toll of flying days 
from Langley during fall and spring. we to a nwaber of forest fires in the 
Carolinas, a pall of smoke and fog has clung to the ground in eastern Virginia 
for about two weeks, and the weather reports indicate no relief in the way of 
rain in. sight. 

Recently, some of the Group pilots defied the haze and carried out some 
machine gun missions in the vicinity of the Field.- One of the pilots who was fly- 
ing an innocent mission with a tow target plane in the haze came down at a place 
where he thought the Field should be, tut instead of the Field a large steamer 
on a shoreless ocean loomed below. ‘The pilot took the shin to be the "Aquitania" 
or "Belgenland," and he lost no time in setting a comyees course back in the 
direction of the United States. 

m= OD 0mm 


AUTOMATIC PRESSURE CONTROL; FOR AIRSHIPS 


The »roblem of maintaining in non-rigid airships the prover air pressure at 
all times during flight has frequently proved a difficult one. Letting out or 
taking in the proper amount of air in the: ballonet has up to the present time 
been a manual operation, with this great disadvantage. During rough weather the 
gas pressure is subject to more or loss rapid fluctuations which cannot be readily 
adjusted by the pilot. In such instances, this pilot has realized that an air 
Pressure control, automatically operated, would prove not only more efficient from 
the point of view of the airship and flight, but would relieve him of one more 
task in an unsteady airship car,. Such an automatic air pressure control has been 
designed by the Materiel Division engineers, and is scheduled for immediate con- 
struction and testing. ‘This device makes use of the fluctuating pressure within 
tllonete envelope to regulate sscuntiamend the eens neni of air to the 

onet. 
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LIZUT., MAYHUE WINS PATRICK TROPHY RACE 


The fourth annual Major+General Mason M. Patrick Trophy 
“'Race-was held at Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, on October 
17th. It marked the second consecutive time this contest was 
held at that station. Unlike the previous year, when incle- 
ment weather threatened to spoil the whole affair and did 
limit the speed of the Attack planes, there was 
nothing to hinder any of the events scheduled 
for the afternoon. 














=,  W. Mayhew, who won the race with an 
“ig average speed of 142.59 M.P.H. The 
planes racod 80 miles over a 10-mile 
triangular course. The event was close from 
start to finish, there being only a few seconds difference 
in the elepsed time of the first three men. Until this 
year, Lieut. Ivan M. Palmer, winner of the event in 1929, had 
held the record with a syeed of 140.2 miles pes hour. 

Tae first event on the program was a demonstration by 
Observetion planes from Randolph Field. It could easily have 
been a flight of Attack planes, for the formation flown was 
that used by the Third Attack Group, No doubt the reason for 
this was the fact that most of the Observation pilots were 
former members of the Groun at Fort Crockett. 
<3ng ¥Yollowing closely on the Observation Show were the Bombing 

; | plenes from Kelly Field. The big fellows barged around the sky 
for a brief but interesting demonstration. The spectators mar¢ 
velled at the ease with which the large ships were landed. In 
1930, the Observation planes took the honors with their perfect 
formation flying. The Pursuiters, who usually receive the lar- 
gest amount g of apnlause, were handicapped at that time by a low ceiling. 
Conditions were reversed this year and, consequently, the Pursuit pilots from 
Kelly Field were able to make amends for what they were unable to do last year. 

‘A flight of six Pursuit ships took off and, after diving at the airdrome a 
few times, separated. One element of three planes turned to the North and left 
a clear sky for the remaining element which gave a snappy exhibition of a dog 
fight. Lieuts. Eller, Harding and Rudy were the three who thrilled the crowd 
in their attempts to "shoot" each other down. After several minutes of inten- 
sive maneuvering, they gave the aerial stage over to the second element, who in 
the meantime had flown toa high altitude and were at that moment roaring towards 
earth in a steep power dive. 

Lieuts. George Price, "Nellie" Morgan and Frank Irvin gave an exhibition of 
formation acrobatics such as had never before been witnessed in Galveston. Even 
old time pilots of the Third Attack Group declared the fine maneuvering of the 
Pursuit pilots equal to that of the "Three Musketeers," or the Navy's "Nine High 
Hats." In tight V formation, the three vlanes went through rolls, loops, power 
dives, inverted recoveries, and most every other maneuver known to the Air Corps 
with tho exception of the outside'loop. ~ 

As the Pursuit demonstration closed, the Third Attack Group planes took off 
and thrilled the large crowd with their exhibitions of Attack formation flying. 
The 27=ship formation made the ground heer as they roared across it in typical 
Attack style. 

‘ When the time for the ‘race approached, ‘those who were to participate drew 
off and allowed the remaining planes to land and taxi off the field. Once the 
sky was clear, the ten entrants took their prescribed places in a Iufbery’ Circle, 
Maintaining a specified distance from the one in front, each plane dove at the 
first pylon and the race was on. A ‘change in the course was made this year. 

No. 1 pylon was moved ‘to the western edge of the flying figld’and in full view | 
of the - ‘spectators, who were thus in a position to view the maneuvering’ on the 
turns as: the planes raced around. The timers were located/at the first pylon, 
and as each lap was completed they phoned information as tb who was leading to 
the Operations Office, where the news was chalked uo on a blackboard, in full’ 
view of the crowd. 

ident, Mayme led from the first, but was closely followed by Lieut. Eric | 
~422- y~6214, A.C. 











A new speed mark was set by lst Lieut. Don | 
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Danielson and Lieut. Richard A. Morehouse, who finished in second and third 
places, resnvectively. Lieut. Danielson had an average speed of 141.25 m.p.h., 


‘and Lieut. Morehouse, 140.9 m.n.h. 


As the race came to a close, an Attack »lane swooved dow on the field, 
dropping two parachutes in sinmlation of a »arachute jump. As the dummies hit 
the ground, another Attack nlane raced across the field laying a smoke screen 
through which it later dove in a demonstration of the use of smoke screens for 
Attack aviation. Thus the fourth annual Trophy Race came to a close. Ideal 
weather conditions and careful »vlanning: by those in charge enabled the citizens 
of Galveston and the surrounding towns to view the most instructive air meet 
ever held in this part of the southwest. 

The ground exhibit was given again this year and duplicated its success of 
1930 in creating interest among those unfamiliar with »lanes and motors and the 
equipment needed to kee» e modern war »~lene in the air. 

the awards for the winners of the first three places were resented the 
same evening at a dinner dance given by the officers of the Tnird Attack Group. 
To Lieut. Mayhue went the honor of having his name engraved on the bronze plaque 
which reorescents the Patrick Trophy. ‘In addition, he received an award from the 
Houston Chamber of Commerce. Mejor Devenvort Johnson, who made the award to 
Lieut. Mayme, also »nresented honors from the Houston Chamber of Commerce to 
Lieut. Danielson ,who tool second place. The Galveston Cun, offered a year ago 
by the Galveston Chamber of Commerce, was awarded to 2nd Lieut. Robert K.Taylor, 
who was adjudged as being the officer of the Third Attack Group who had per- 
formed the most outstanding achievement of the year. 
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INDIANA NATIONAL GUARD AIRMEN WELL ESTAELISHED. 


The 115th Observation Squadron, Indiana National Guerd, is now located in 
their new ana modern quarters, including the fine brick hangar anc two stucco 
buildings formerly owned by the Curtiss-Yricht Co. very section of the Squad- 
rou now has approvriate quarters in which to carry on their practical work each 
Monday night during the drill »eriod, and on Sunday morning in connection with 
the regular military operations. The svecial sections include Flights A and B, 
Headquarters, Conmunications, Photogranuic, Engineers, Armament, Sunvly,Medical 
and Trans»ortation. 

Under the guidance and leadership of Major Richard F. Taylor, the Squadron 
now takes its place among the top notchers in Guard outfits in versonnel, equip- 
ment and morale, and they stand in readiness at all times to back their city, 
State and Federal governmmenisin any emergency which might arise. 

The personnel is on active duty twice each weex - in the regular drill on 


_ Monday nights and the Sunday morning missions. Each Sunday the Squadron receives 


practice in formation flying, bombing, camera gun, radio communication, panel 
readin;, simulated artillery adjustment, and »vhotog repay. The Squadron is no 
longer handica;y,ed by miscellaneous and commercial flying on the field, for with 
the opening of the nev municipal airzort several miles farther west, Stout Ficld 
now becomes a military field entirely, which greatly facilitates the training 
program. ‘ 

An invitation is extended to all military flyers to visit the home of the 
113th at Stout Field, for they are anxious to repay the splendid hospitality 
Which they have received at other fields, and to become acquainted with all those 
Whom they have never had the pleasure of meeting. 

‘The newest equipment of the Squadron is the 0-38 Douglas bivlane, powered 
by a Pratt & Whitney air-cooled radial 525 h.». motor. The cruising speed is 
about 115 miles per hour, and this type of plane has a very rapid climb. 

i —~—000~—— 


A MUDDY TIME WAS HAD BY ALL 


Lieut. R.P. O'Keefe, of the 49th Bombardment Squedron, Langley Field, Va., 
led a three-shin formation into a nearby Department of Commerce imergency Landing 
Field for practice in formation maneuvering in smajl and strange fields. Irmedi- 
ately after executing a successful landing, the formation learned that the Depart 
ment of Commerce places a small red flag on the beacon tower when fields are 
mddy. The formation maneuvering vroceeded - aided by interested and symoathetic 
farmers from the surrounding countryside, their tractors and teams, The forma- 
tion returned to Langley Field in time for a bath and for supper. 
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THE WORK OF THE AIR CORPS DURING THE PAST YEAR 


Extracts from the Anmual Report of the Chie 
of the Air Corps (Major-General James E, Fechet) 
to the Secretary of War, for the Fiscal Year ending 
June 30, 1921. 


PERSONNEL 


Commissioned Personnel: 











The commissioned strength of the Air Corps 
shows a net gain of thirty-three officers during 
the Fiscal Year 1931, as compared to the gain of one Imndred twenty-three offi- 
cers during the Fiscal Year 1930. This small increase in officer strength is 
due to the fact that none of the two hundred and three remaining vacancies, 
authorized by the Air Corps Act, were made available for the appointment of 
qualified candidates from civil life. ‘The failure to provide these vacancies 
will preclude a satisfactory realization of the final increment of the Five- 
Year Program. 

To understand fully the effect of this failure to the program, it is be~ 
lieved important at this time to review briefly the background connected with 
this phase. On June 30, 1926, just vrior to the passage of the Air Corps Act 
on July 2, 1926, there were eight hundred eighty-four Regular Army officers 
commissioned in the Air Corns. ‘There are now one thousand two hundred thirty- 
six Regular Army officers commissioned in the Air Corps. On June 30, 1926, the 
strength allotted the Air Corns by the War Department was one thousand two 
hundred fortyeseven officers. The Act of July 2, 1926, increased the number of 
promotion list officers by four hundred and three second lieutenants, increasing 
the then allotted strength of the Air Corps by this number, distributed in grades 
from colonel to second lieutenant, inclusive, making the total authorized 
strength of the Air Corps at the end of the Five-Year Program one thousand six 
hundred and fifty officers. 

The National Defense Act gives the Secretary of War authority to vary the 
allotment to any Arm by thirty percent of commissioned personnel. Since the 
passage of the Act of July 2, 1926, however, there have been restrictions in th 
appropriation acts with reference to the number of Regular officers that may be 
Maintained in the Army; and the result of these restrictions hes been that a 
limitation has been necessary on the muaber of officers who might be given 
original ap ointment in the Air Corps, in order that the limitation on the number 
of Regular officers in the Army might not be exceeded. 

As a result of operations, under these provisions of law, three hundred 
seventy~eight were secured by original appointment (that is, not graduates of 
the United States Military Aneiieny) and one hundred eighty-one by transfer (in- 
cluding graduates of West Point), from which mst be subtracted two hundred and 
seven losses during the period, resulting in a net increase of three huxnuired 
fifty-two officers. 

At the present time, the limitation on the mmber of officers who may be 
in the Regular Army, combined with the desirability of providing vacancies for 
all those graduating from the Military Academy, operate to prevent the Air 
Corps commissioning as second lieutenants in the Regular Army any cadets graduat- 
ing from the Air Corps Training Center. Very few officers are offering to 
transfer from other arms to the Air Corps. Only eighty-seven graduates of the 
Military Academy, who were physically qualified, applied for flying training 
from the 1931 graduating class, and it is probable that not more than fifty of 
these will successfully complete their flying training. 

It is becoming apparent that the Air Corvs may expect, during the next 
five years, to increase the number of Regular Army officers commissioned in the 
dir Corps to only about one thousand four hundred and fifty officers. This 
expectation is based upon an estimate of losses not to exceed thirty per year, 
transfers from other Arms equalling twenty per year, and West Point graduates 
successfully completing the flying course in the number of about fifty per 
year, 
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Enlisted P ilots: 





A. slight increase occurred in the number cf en isted | - ts compared 
to losses in prior years. This situaticn is no doubt due to the fact that no 
vaccencies in the grade of second lieutenant were available in ne. negular Army for 
graduates of the Advanced School, and also the existing business depression and 
lack of demand for pilots in civil life. At the present time thcre are a toval of 
thirty-one enlisted pilots on duty at the various Air Corns activities. It is 
expected that this number will further increase in the fiscal year 1932. 


Flying Cadets: 





The average number of flying cadets on duty during the fiscal year 1931 
was three hundred thirty-five, whereas four hundred were authorized. 

There was a decided decrease in the number of applications submitted 
and the number of examinations oathertded auring the year. A total of two 
thousend sixty-one apvlicavions were aoproved out of two thousand two hundred sub- 
mitted. It is probable that the decreise was due to the uncertainty of early 
appointment, limited publicity because of a large qualified list, and sus, ension 
of examinetions for appointnent in the Regular Army. 

Qualified cundidates were assigned to schocl for training curing the 
year <s follows: 


Date of Class Brooks Fisld March Ficld Total 











July 1, 1930 114 a 225 
October 15, 1920 80 793 159 
244 


liarch 1, 1981 120 Le. 
O14 oe4 68 
Of the total number assigned*to school, eighty-four Were appointed from 
enlisted status, one hundred sixty-five were members of National Guard units, and 


the majority of those remaining, = ege graduates. [Tor the first time in several 
years, it was possible to assign to the cliss comuencing in March, 1931, candidates 
in low priority groups. 
A total of one hundred ninety-five flying cadets completed training durin 
the year, were commissioned in the Air Corps Reserve, and rated as Airplane Pilots. 
an no Lighter-than-Air training during the year and avplications 
therefor could not be given consideration. 


Reserve Personnel: 





The total number of Reserve officers showes’ an increase for the fiscal 
year, due to the large number of greduates from the Air Corps Training Center, and 
to the smell number of vacancies authorized for the Regular Army. 

These officers have demonstrated that they ere, in practically all cases, 
tost desirable meterial for coumission in the Regular Army and it is rezretted 
that sufficient vacancies are not eveailable to bring the Air Corps commissioned 
personnel to the number contemplated at this shase of the Five-Year Program. 


Airplane Ambulances and Zvacuations by Air: 





During the riscal your 1931 tho use of sirplenes in transporting patient: 
Wes doubled as comp.red to 1930. The ce gait oi this mode of transvorting 
Sick and injured is well established ond for tie simole and all-inoortant fact 
@lone that lives are saved in making it »ossibi: for a patient to receive in hours 
whet formerly recuired deys, the full benefit. of specialists! advice and treatment, 
prommts tac recommendation thet action oe taken vo procure additional airplane 
ambulances. 
One new Airplane ambulance \.s procured by the Air Corps in 1921, which 
is useful fron one regular airdrome to. snoth-r, but cue to its long take-off and 
lon; landing qualities, it is not suit: ble for vork out of emergency fields where 
lOSl Cresnes occur. 
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Statistical studies of aircraft accidents and forced landings were con. 
tinued and important data and comparative figures furnished during the year upon 
special request and at the close of each six montns period. There has been a 
gratifying reduction in accident. rates, both fatal and non-fatal, and.in power 
plant failure rates. The distribution ta every. pilot of Air Corns Information 
Circular ilo. 652, "Statistical Studies of Aircraft Accidents and Forced Landings", 
at the beginning of the fiscal year undoubtedly was partly responsible for the 
considerable reduction in the fatal and non-fatal accidents during the fiscal year 
1931. studies of aircraft accidents and forced landings, both with respect to 





individual pilot proficiency and to the Air Corps as a whole, are being continued 
as a part of thet function of the Inspection Division which is endeavoring to 
increase safety in the Air Corps without sacrificing tactical efficiency. 

(See accompanying table) 


Air Corps Procurement and Industrial Relations: 





The outstanding accomplishment of the past yeer in procurement and indus- 
trial relations has been the speeding up of procurement programs so that the bulk 
of the new airnlanes intended for the use of the Air Corps would be delivered 
within the fiscal year for which appropriations were made. Coincident with this 
work has been the work of coordination with the industry, particularly with a vier 
to supporting it during the period of business depression. 


1951 Air Corps Demonstrations and Command and Staff Exercises: 





On May 15, 1931, the First Air Division (Provisional) was organized at 
Fairfield, Ohio. This Division was composed of 692 officers, 69 flying cadets, 643 
enlisted men, 14 civilian mechanics, and $68 airplanes. All Regular Army and 
National Guard Air Corns Units, except one Observation squadron, were assembled in 
the Division. In addition thsre were eight squadrons composed of officers and 
cadets from the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Fieid, Texas. 

The period lay 15th to May 19 th vas devoted + o Wing and Division practice 
formations. During the period May 20th to May 50th, Santeetiand and Division 
Reviews were held at Chicago and along the Atlantic Coast. 

While these exercises did not involve any tactical problems, valuable 
information was obtained about the handling of large units both on the ground and 
in the air, about the supply and logistics of a large mobiie air force, and about 
the staff reauirements for an air division. In addition these exercises were of 
undoubted value by stimulating public interest in both commercial and military 
aviation and in the problems of National Defense. 

Noteworthy features of these exercises were: During the mobilization, 
demobilization and operation of the First Air. Division, each State in the Union 
was flown over; and there were no serious accidents nor casualties. 


Aerial Photography: 





During the Fiscal Year 1951, the Air Corps made vertical aerial photo- 
graphs of approximately 19,400 square miles for the har Denartment and various 
Federal agencies. The photographs made for the havkoahekl Survey were all used 
for topographic mapping purposes, while those made for other agencies were used 
for various purposes including flood control, beach erosion, building planning, 
etc. 

The major portion of this work was accomplished for the following-named 
Government Departments and Bureaus: Wits 


Var Department - 3,900 square miles. 
Geological Survey - 14,449 square miles. 
Coast & Geodetic Survey - 1,070 square miles. 


In addition to the above the Air Corps has undertaken the making of 
aerial photographs of approximately 20,800 square miles for whe Geological Survey 
during the calendar year 1931. These projects are located in ifichigan, Maine, 
New Hampshire, Pennsylvania and Montana. ‘ork has been begun on these projects 
and it is contemplated finishing prmatnoneny all of them during the present 


Calendar year.  A2G~ V-6214, A.C. 
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During the Air Corps Field Exercises, held during May, 1951, a special 
photograpiic airclane was equipved as a flying laboratory, centaining two dark 
rooms with the necessary utensils und equipment for developing neg:tives and making 
photographic prints in the air, also quick work equipment and facilities for 
laying down >shotogranhic mosaics. This airplane attracted a great deal of atten- 
tion —— the Exercises and elicited much favorable comment. 

An improved aerial film has recently been deveioped, with which it is 
nossible to take photographs at sunrise and sunset. This film, when used with 
heavy ray filters, is upproximately three times as fast as the film previously 
used. The cost of this film is also less and its keening qualities are better. 

A new 5-lens camera, designated T-SA, which has been under development 
for some time, has recently been finished and tested. The oblique lenses of this 
camera are set at 140° total included angle, while the former mltinle lens in use 
had un angle of 1209. From an altitude of sigue at feet one exposure will cover a 


width of 15.3 miles and include 126.4 square miles. In pe Soren with the 
aerocartcgraph, this camers has already been used successfully to prouuce contour 
maps. 


National Guarda: 





Tre National Guard Avistion units made commendable progress in their 
training during the past year. The high degree of training of these units was 
fully demonstratec by their ability to effectively participate in the 1931 Air 
Corps Maneuvers. Due to the new rinciples to be followed in the ansiasaiak of 
Air Corps troops to higher tactical organizations, it is believed that the time 
has arrived to give serious consideration to the feasibility of converting some 
of the observation scuadrons of the National Guard to Air force units. All present 
National Guard units are orginized as observation squadrons. It is believed that 
in event of an emergency there will be a greater need of, and less time to train 
and equip Air Force Units, than Observation Units. Air Force units can be 
developed and trained under National Guard methods of training, whereas this is 
not practicable under Air Corns organized reserve training methods. The efficient 
training of Air Force units requires a system of regular and continuous unit 
flying training. This is necessary to develop coordination and team work, which 
are absolutely indisvensabie in the successful. oneretions of Air Force? units. 

Such a schome of training, or a scheme anywhere approximating it, is impossible 
under present appropriations available for esuipuent, personnel, and flying hours 
for Air Corns Reserves. 


Airplane Development and Research: 





Refinement of the airplane structure and major parts has necessitated 
much stucy and test installation of wings, engine mounts, landing geers, brakes, 
wheels, cockpit arrangements, instrument boards and other equipment in an attempt 
to improve present desizns and develop new. : 

Studies were made of tne crash strength of airplane cockvits, the com- 
parative merits of high and lov wing monoplancs, and the altoration cf cabin 
transports to handle the eros ewe vation of standard service engines as freight. 

In aerodynamics a method was found for visualizing airflow over air- 
plane models, the airflow being ells grashically recorded by slow motion pictures 
for future study and observation. : 

Propeller development, though handicaoned by replacements in the only 
Completed test rig and the construction of tho two remaining test rigs for the 
propeller testing labornitory, brought about the establishment of 
Standardized detachable blade aluminum alloy propellers, some des 
ready for procurement. 

Progress with magnesium ——* has been slow because of the inability 
of the material to withstand whirl tes 

Two types of hollow steel mart propellers have been evolved, the 
welded type and the pressed tubular tne. The welded or Dicks biade hes reached 
service test status, whereas development of the vressed tubular type is still 
experimental, then nitrided the steel blade has been found to be impervious to 
€rosion in water spray. _A07- We6214, A.C. 
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The develonment of controllable propellers has been deterred by the slow 
progress made with magnesium and hollow steel bledes. In designs where this 
type of propeller is needed, the use of aluminum alloy becomes wrohibitive be- 
cause of the excessive weight this material required to obtain sufficient 
strength, In this field several commercial concerns submitted controllable pro. 
pellers, some of vhich employed either electrical or hydraulic means of control. 
king the blade angle. Development, however, is still highly experimental. 

Two commercial designs of automatic »rovellers were also submitted for 
test. In one design which has yassed 100 hours of flight testing by the manu- 
facturer, the change of pitch of the blades is effected by the change of thrust, 
increasing thrust resulting in decreasing angles, and vice versa. 

Daring the year, 97 static and dynamic tests were completed on various types 
of airplanes and structures. A total of 68 stress analyses were also required 
in connection with contract airplanes. 

Structural research was devoted largely to »roblems of quantity production 
and to the development of structures inmune to climatic conditions. In this co- 
nection there was developed and fabriceted a single web shell type cantilever 
wing of s ot-welded stainless steel construction. This type of construction can 
be easily fabricated and appears to merit further intensive development. 

For determining actual stresses induced in complex structures under static 
and flight test conditions, electric telemeter strain gauges have been employed, 
These instruments »roved of estimable value in checking theoretical commtations 
and in exoloring stresses in the metal skin of wing and fuselage structures, 


Lighter-than~Air: 

In this field of aeronautics,engineering development embraced three major 
projects: The alteration of the 13 airship envelope to accommodate internal 
suspension of the enclosed car; the design of the C4 observation balloon for 
increasing altitude and stability; and the service test of the A~6 hydraulic 
balloon winch which affords a »ractically unlimited range of speed and ins tantene- 
ous change of direction in reelinz the balloon cable. 

In connection with balloon-t-+ground commmnication, a svecial clamp has been 
designed vhich coviates the use of splices in the cable of observation balloons, 
carrying a tele»hone core. 

Contrary to posular belief, the use of heliwa in balloons in place of hydro- 
gen has been found, won preliminary investigation, +o be more economical. Fur 
ther study contemplates the disuse of hydrogen altogether. 

& scheuwe for solidification of helivm has been »resented to the Bureau of 
Mines for further investigation as to its avolication as a lifting medium. 


== 00 Gm mm 
AND HIS WHISKERS ARE STILL GROWING 


A representative of the Shell Oil Company in San Francisco, Calif., ina 
communication to the Information Division, states that a place of real interest 
out his way is at Grass Valley, wo in the Sierra's, where there is an airport, 
the first one twilt in California way back in 1907. He goes on to say that Old 
Charlie Gilmore, who ows the place, designed and built two ships that same 
year, and also started a beard growing with the intention of shaving it off vhen 
the ships flew. Well, he still has it. Both ships have bat tyne wings. 

Actually, though, his designs were quite advanced at the time. The large 
ship has a four-cylinder engine of that date and swings an 1%-foot »rop. ‘the 
fuselage is rounded like a Lockheed and it is a closed cabin. In fact, it is 
very similar to a Lockheed, »ilot and seats behind the engine, although very 
heavy built. ‘here are also two landing gears, one being e small one in back 
in lieu of a tail siid. ‘There are light struts from the wing to the fuselage 
each side, reversed from general practice. "When I remarized about this," con 
tinues our Corresponcent, "Gilmore said if he could get it in the air it would 
be fifty miles an hour fastcr than our Lockheed,- that's what I call plenty of 
faith. The fabric is the old originai and slowly going to nieces. 

The other job is a cabin also, the fuselage two vlace, very mich like a 
Curtiss Robin, the wings bat type. At that time most dedigners were stall sattiv 
the pilot out in the open on pusher bivlanes. ‘these are both tractor cabin mone 
planes, which show considerable foresight. They ought to be in a mumseum, but he 
could not be persuaded to part with them. This airvort is rarely visited, and 
very few can gain access to this antique hangar, and very little is know of thes 
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WRIGHT FIELD COLD TEST CHAMEER UNDERGOES ALTERATIONS 


During the past summer months, long memorable for their heat, the difference 





— in temperature between the laboratory and the cold-test chamber was sometimes, as 
ol- ' preat as 125 degrees, Even to a stout~hearted and ambitious engineer, Wright - 
_ Field rhysicians judged, such drastic and sudden change in body temperature of-~ 
fered decided elements of danger. As a result, an antechamber of »olain boarding, 
e to be covered with insulating material inside and out and fitted with refrigera- 
st, - tor doors, with e floor space azyoroximately 4 x 12 feet, is being erected leading 
| into the cold chamber in which the engineer about to make a cold chamber test may 
V8 cool his heels, so to sxeak, gradually, instead of entering directly from room 
a temperature into below zero temperatures. No special arrangements will be needed 
| * to condition the temperature of this room.. Merely the opening of the cold cham~ 
jin ber door will estavlish a vreliminery cold temperature sufficient to lessen the 


drastic body change otherwise experienced. mae 
i Cold-chamber tests have been discontimed until the completion of this ante- 
room. 





tic — 
a ; CLEVER WORK IN BALLOONING 
: A wnique free balloon flight, in which the landing was made within 200 
’; yards of the take-off, was made by Captains M.E. McHugo and Orin J. Bushey, Air. 
». Corps, at Scott Field, IL1., on November 6th, The take-off was made at about ©. 
ial :°7330.a.m., with a light surfece wind from the east. After traveling about 10, - 
: 74 miles toward St. Louis, the pilots sent the balloon up to an altitude of: about: - 
: 1 4,000 feat, where a northwesterly wind took them to about 15 miles southeast .of 
¢ the field. Valving gas, tie balloon wes brought lower into a southeast wind, ° 
nial: end this brought the 35,000 cubic foot bag beck to the field. The time of the, 
““ flight was exactly two hours, and the pilocs were accomanied by Corporals 
been |! Chapman and Fowler. 
Re --=000--- 
aid ee PILOT LANDS BURNING AIRPLANE IN NOTHING FLAT 
* . Ident. E.H. Bobbitt, Air Corps Reserve, one of the newly arrived officers:, 
e |» attached to the 35th Pursuit Squadron at Selfridge Field, Mich., brought his . 
"FG back into Selfridge Field recently with a great deal more haste than usual~. 
dy characterizes the landings of new graduates of the Air Corps Training Center. 
, Shortly following his take off, and while attemsting a slow roll at about 4,000 
. feet, his carburetor flooded and the side of the ship Mmrst into flames. _ 
- Evidently, an initiation into the Caterpillar Club dic not appeal to Lieut. 
ae .. Bobbitt, for he didn't jump. He did get his vlene domm before either of the 
a “Wings had burnt off. According to observers on the ground and in the air, = 
old »? however, he really did not give the fire a chance, for the speed with which he 
got his fiery chariot back on terre firma was a ievelation to all. ven the 
when 1 lamtacwirers. r might be interested in heving the exact figures on the time it 
. 7 took :him to descend from the aforesaid altitude and emoty the pilot's cockpit. 
=---000——— 
rege 
= ELECTRICALLY HEATED GLOVES 
7 ea The first pair of a new type of electrically heated gloves has recently 
ck . been sent out by the Materiel Division, Wright Field, for service test. The’ 
Be Glove is made on a timmb and one-finger pattern of green pool-table wool cloth, 
4 this material being selected because of its lightness in weight and fineness 
” ‘of texture, the aff is of lamb's wool. ‘the General Hlectric neating element 
0 used consists of a length oi resistance wire vulcenized: between two thin layers 
of rubber, Hoth ends of the wire extend from one end of the 12=inch rubber _ 
a sti strio, Four of these heating elemeats are seed between the lining end outer 
mu ie Cover of the glove; one over the finger, one over the thumb, and two over the 
oe mitten part. A switch on a panel in the cock3it switches the heat on or off. 


at ‘The love veing extremely light and flexible, it is hoped that it may prove 

f thee biacticable and suitable for high altitude vork. Especially. will it prove val- 
able for DNotographi¢. operations should its tests be favorable. a 
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COACHING AND TRAINING FOR PISTOL COMPETITIONS 
By Lieut. J. L. Hitchings, Air Corns 
(The finel article of this series) 


.YOUR FIRST DUTY AS A PISTOL COACH IS TO GET YOUR MEN INTERESTED IN SHOOTTYg, 
YOUR SECOND IS TO KEEP THEM INTERESTED. YOUR THIRD IS TO TEACH THSM TO SHOOT. 
The order ii which these duties are listed in their order of importance, too;un 
less you achieve the first two, you will not be able to achieve the last. This 
arplies equally to instructing enlisted men and officers with the service auto-~ 
matic, and to toaching the members of a club. 

To become a good coach, it is preferable that you should be a good shot. 
But that is not essential. What is essential is that you should become familiar 
with the accented doctrine of »istol shooting. If you are one of e grow) of un 
initiates starting a new club, and if you are the most deeply interested member, 
and are elected Governor or Coach, you can learn as you go along. All you have 
to do to verform your duties vell is.to keep wo interest, kee» learning, and 
keen your members learning with you.. 

4 »orime requisite in coaching is tact. Don't force edvice dovm the members! 
throats officiously. TRY 10 MAX#® THE MEMBERS WANT TO COME TO YOU POR ADVICE AND 
TALK OVER THLIR FAULTS WITH YOU AFRFARLY. . 

THU FIRST RULE OF TRAINING IN PISTOL WORK IS REGULARITY. Standardize every- 
thing. Teach your men the ».roner »osition, breathing, grip, sight-alicument, hold 
and squeeze, and advise them to execute each step in gotting off a shot in exact- 
ly the same way. ‘Then leave them alone for a while, and let them work cut their 
own solution. fo be sure, they will have to do a little ex .erimenting to deter 
mine how to apoly the »riuciples; but teach them to work toward standardization, 
In that way only will they succeed in getting good grouns which are nothing, when 
you come to think of it, but small collections of uniform, standardized shots. 
Encourage, especially before a match, regular habits and hours. 

There is one glaring exce>tion to this. I know that this is contrary to the 
old slogan-- "Don't change your habits just before a match," but, nevertheless, | 
am firmly convinced that SMOKING JUST BEYCR#Z OR DURING SHOOTING IS ALWAYS DETRI- 
MENTAL TO THE SCORE. I have seen this dictum work out too often to doudt it. 

Kee) your outfit on the beeten track. DON'T ENCOURAGE Mail TO DEVELOP THEIR 
OWN IDEAS UNTIL THEY KNOW WHAT THEY ARW DOING. ‘here will be ~-lenty of time for 
that when they have learned the game. I'11 never forget hov I shoved up at Cam 
Perry with snecial stocks on tvo of my »istols, carved to fit every finger of ny 
hand. I was going to startle the old masters, and teach them something. I doubt 
whether I taught them anything, excent »ossibly the »ersistence of human error. 
But I certainly startled them; they nearly cied laughing. Finally, Dr. Calkins 
informed me suavely that my idea was not entirely original, being a stage through 
Which every beginner passes, and that they had all tried the same thing. Then 
Colonel Jones exnlained to me that it was hard enough to train the second finger, 
the trigger finger, the thumb and the valm to do their work correctly; but that 
with as many points of contact as I had with my fancy stocks, training the 
muscles of my hand would be the work of a lifetime. Then suddenly it occurred 
to me that »nerhaps the ».eor.le who had been making the favorite target »istols 
for years knew more about stocks than I did. 

Encourage competition; it is the life of any soort. Arrange shoulder to 
Shoulder matches with any clubs nearby, and-.ostal matches with other novice 
teams. Don't be afraid to risk your rewutations until you get them. In a match 
it is often said both teams are the gainers. ‘The winners gain the victory and 
the losers gain the exverience. And match exnerience, I might add, is both ex- 
citing and valuable. | 

For preliminary training for the service automatic, the Bulls Rye Target 
Pistol obtainable for about $3.00 from the Bulls Eye Target Pistol Co., Rawlins, 
Wyoming, is an excellent device. It has changed many a bolo to an exvert in 
one season, 

Physical condition is seams important; and in match work, when you are 
shooting under pressure, it is esvecially imsortant. In training for important 
matches, take vlenty of exercise - but not just before the match. Cut down your 
smoking. And above all, meke sure that your insides are fuactioning freely. This 
is @ homely consideration, but is >aramount for good scores. 

If you are seriously interested in becoming a good shot, kee» a diary of 
your progress. In it enter your scores for the day, your daily averages, if de 
Sired, and notes as to position, grip, etc. Such a record, I believe, is more 
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useful than the tyxe of score bool in which each shot is recorded on a miniature 
target. 

Intelligent analysis of faults is absolutely necessary to the success of 
any target snot, and is the chief function of any coach. ‘The shooter mst lear 
to analyze anda correct the faults shown by his ow targets; the coach must learn 
the more cirficult art of analyzing the targets of others. Many a target shot 
has reached a mediocre "eal" because he sto:y.ed analyzing. There is no such 
thing as a "»eak' of ability; none of us ever develo» ourselves to the limits of 
our inherent capacities. 

To get an idea of the »rogress which may be exrected, let us take the »rog- 
ress of four members of the Chanute Field Pistol Club, none of whom had done any 
previous pistol work other than firing the Army course. On an average, each 
fired about two afternoons or evenings a week on the indoor range. Scores given 
are for 25 shots, slow fire, on the Standard American 20-yard target at 20 yards. 
To compute the nercentage of any score, mltioly it by four-tenths. 

Lieut. A is about an average novice. He startec out quite well, with a 186, 
and has vrogressed evenly. In his fourth week, he jwimed into the 200 class 
with a 206. In his seventh week, he »rogressed again to the 210 class with a 
el4. In his eleventh week he raised his high score another ,oint to 215. It is 
gow his sixteenth week; and he is about due for another junp. 

Lieut. B started off with a 179. For several weeks he mocked off clips,and 
decorated the light-guard. In his fourth week he succeeded in getting up to a 
181. Then he had a slump; and his high scores for the fifth and sixth weeks were, 
resjectively, a 164 and a177. In his seventh weck, he jumped up to a ecl! And 
in his twelfth week, he broke into the money with a 226. 

Lieut. C started out with a 174, and never got above 178 during his first 
four weeks. In his fifth week, he made a 218 - another illustration of the fact 
that a man's first jwap in score is often sur>risingly large. In his eighth week 
he made a 223, and in his twelfth week he arrived with a 229. 

Lieut. D is the best novice I have ever scen. Previous match experience 
with a rifle helped him; but his work is still exceptional. He mace a 207 in his 
first week, In his second week he slumped to a high 201. In his third week he 
made 225, and in his fourth weelz, he slid over the 90 percent mark with a 2c6. 
Then followed eight weeks in the low 220's. He thought he hac reached his peak. 
In his thirteenth week, he went dowm to a high 218. ut in his fourteenth week 
he made a 251. If he keens at it, he should have an excellent chance of repre- 
senting us, some day, in the Internationals. 

All four men, in fact, have excelleat »ossibilities; and, as may be seen 
from the records of Lieuts. B and C, a oor start coes not imply a yoor finish. 

This is the last article of this series. Anyone to whom. they have been 
helpful, who wishes a cony of them mrinted in »amshlet form end illustrated by 
photographs, should write the Director of Armament, Air Corps Technical School, 
Chamate Field, Rantoul, Ill. 

TO BECOME HITHER A GOOD SHOT CR A GOOD COACH, APPLY THE SPRINGFIELD 
DOCTRINE, STANDARDIZE AND ANALYZE. 

- The End - 

Ha. Note. - The News Letter is greatly indebted to Lieut. Hitchings for his 
series of interesting articles on ».istol shooting. That these articles proved 
useful and interesting to readers of the News Letter is attested by a number of 
letters received, comnendatory in nature, recuesting »revious issues to complete 
files. As Lieut. Hitchings suggests, those desiring to obtain to obtain these 
articles,in wemphlet form, should write to the Director of Armament, Chanute Field. 

-~-000--— 
RADIO AND NIGHT FLYING 

The 49th Eombardment Squadron, Langley Field, Va., inaugurated a new system 
of control for night airdrome flying recently. ‘The system of zone-lights former- 
ly used on this field was an im>rovised »ortable outfit, consisting of four banks 
of lights which could be ‘laced about 50 feet apart on the flying field and oper- 
ated by a switchboard near the lights. The disadvantage of this old system was 
that the Operations Officer lost all control of the shins at all times except 
when they were directly over the field, in a »osition to see the lights. 

The new system is the use of tro-way radio commnication, The Qverations 
Officer, out on the landing field, through a remote controlled radio transmitter, 
talked cirectly to the pilot, aud the »ilot's resly was heard on a loud speaker, 
placed near the Operations Officer's control stand. Ordinary night »ractice in 
Night landings was found to »roceed three times as rapidly as when using the old 
system of lights. ° : 
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ORGANIZATIONS OF THE ARMY AIR CORPS 


The following is a list of 
Sections of the Air Corns, with their commanding officers, 
latest renort received in the Information Division. 
squadron insignia is given where suchhas been a proved. 


Groups, Scuadrons, Balloon Comoanics and Photo 


according to the 
A brief descriotion of the 
A number of these or. 


ganizations are newly organized, and no insignia has seen drawn wo and ayproved 


by the War Department, as yet. 
coats-ol~arms , 


in brief, 


Seme of the orga 
ed so recently that they are hardly on en overating basis, 


nizations, 


while on an 


“active status," 


No attempt has been mace to descrive Group 
owing to their intricacy and the difficulty of describing them 


have been oraniz- 
2t are more or less 


"naper" organizations until: they receive xersonnel and airplanes with which to 
carry on, 





Desimnation 

lst Pursuit 

end Bombardment 
ora Attack 

4th Conmosite 
Sth Conrsosite 
6th Composite 
7th Bomba 


LoS 


rdment March Field, 


GROUPS 


Field 


Selfridge Fielc, Mich. 
Lengley ¥ield, Va. 

Fort Crockett, 
Nichols Field, P.I. 
Luke 


ern, 


Frence Field, C.Z. 


Texas. 


Field, 1T.H. 


Cali if . 


8th Pursuit (Hors.only) Langley Field, Va. 


9th Observetion 
12th Obse 
17th Pursuit 
18th Pursuit 
20th Pursuit 


rvation 


Mitche 
Brocks Fieid, 
March Field, Celif. 
Schovield Barrécics, 
Metner 


Re Ge 
Texes. 


1 Field, 


T.H. 
Field, Calif. 








elst Airsnino Scovt Field, Ili. 
SQUADRONS 
. Observation 
No. Station Comuanding Officer 
ist Mitchel Weld, N.Y. lst Lt. J.M. McCulloch 
ena Nichols Field, Tehe Cant. R.L. Manghen 
4th Iuke Field, 1.H. lst Lt. D.D.Fitzcerald 
Sth Mitchel Field, N.Y. Ist Lt. E.J.Carnenter 
7th France Field, .C.Z. Cant. H.H. George 
12th Brooks Field, Texas. Cant. W.S. Gravely 
15th Scott Fisld, Ili. Cant. W.P. Hayes 
16th Prolen invo flichts (See belo) 
eend Brooks Field, oe. Cant. H.H. Young 
44th France Ficid, $.Z. Cant. R. D. Knazp 
SOth Ia'ce Fisii, T.5. Cant. U.G. Jones 
88th Brooks ficid,Texas. . Cant. C.B. Shankle 
91lst ‘Crissy sharp bce ey dy Major M.F. Devis 
99th Mitchel Fielc, N.Y. Capt. F.W¥. Bvans 
Sra. Clark Field, P.I. Capt. A. Hornsoy 
6th Wheeler Fiela, 1.H. 1st Lt. S.W.Towle,Jr. 
17th Selfridge Tield,Mich. Cant. K.G. Hoyt 
19th Wheeler Field, T.H. Cant.A.C. Strickland 
e4th France Field, C.Z. Capt. A.C. Kincaid 
evth .Selfricge Field Cant. R.C.W.Hlessley 
S4th March Field, Calif. Capt. C. Douglas 
Séth Selfridge Field fant. E.C. Whitehead 
SSth Mather Field,Calif. 1st Lt. C.E. Crunrine 
?érd March Field, Calif. 1st Lt. E.G. Minter: 
@?th Mather Field,Calif. .lst Lt..H.M. Wittkop 
78th France Field, 6.2. lst Lt.P.W. Mmverlake 
24th Selfridge Field,Mich.' lst Lt- H.A. Johnson 
95th March Meld, Calif. Ist Lt..C.E. Duncan 
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Conmandins Officer 
Mejor G.E. Brower 
oy H.A. Dargue 
Major Tevenzort Johnson 
Major J. B. Brooks 
Major Maxwell Kirby 
Major L.G. Heffernan 
Mejor J.T. McNerney 
Captain G.L. Usher 
Lt.-Col. J.N. Howard 
Major Frank D. Lackland 
Major Carl Spatz 
Major Ernest Clark 
Major Clarence L. Tinker 
Lt.-Col. J.£. Paegelow 





Insimia 

Ceve Man 
Nevstune on Horse 
Starred Cross 
Ovl in the Moon 
Srord throvgh Grid Gate 
ena bearings Artillery Shell 

g2cn on Te loscone 
Binocwlars 


' Comet 


Indien with Var Bounet 
Scuare, diagonally divided 
Cowboy on Sucking Broncho 
Knight chasing Devil 
Bison 


Draon 

Skull in whirling propeller. 
Arctic Owl 

Gemecocic 

Leaving Meer 

Diving Kavk 


Flyin: Fiend 
Swastika Cross 


Four Sevens and Ace 
Indian head 


Kicking Mule 
VeE214, A. C. 
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Noe, 

8th 
13th 
26th 
90th 


9th 
llth 
20th 
eord 
eoth 
28th 
Z1st 
49th 
Tend 
96th 


57th 
58th 
59th 
60th 
61st 
62nd 
63rd 
64th 
65th 
66th 
67th 
68th 
70th 
75th 
76th 
80th 


39th 
40th 
41st 
42nd. 
4érda 
46th 
47th 
5ls% 
Send 
bord 
Sth 


9th 
19th 
24th 


lst 
end 


lst 
end 


4th 
Sth 
6th 
8th 
llth 


Station 
Fort Crockett, Texas 
Fort Crockett, Texas 
Schofield Ercs., T.H. 
Fort Crockett, Texas 


March Field, Calif. 
March Field, Calif. 
Langley Field, Va. 
Iuke Field, T.H. 
France Field, C.Z. 
Nichols Field, P.I. 
March Field, Calif. 
Langley Field, Va. 
ITuke Field, T.H. 
Langley Field, Va. 


Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Brooks Field, Texas 
Langley Field, Va. 
Fort Crociett, Texas 
Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
Brooks Field, Texas 
France Field, C.Z. 
March wield, Colif. 
Imke Field, T.H. 
Nichols Field, P.I. 
Randolph Fielc, Texas 
Kelly Field, Texas 
Merch Field, Calif. 
Wheeler Field, T.H. 
Rockwell Fielc, Calif. 
Mather Field, Calif. 


Kelly Field, 
Kelly Field, 
Kelly Field, 
Kelly Field, Texes 
Kelly Field, Texas 
Randol»yh Field, Texas 
Randoloh Field, Texas 
Maxwell Field, Ala. 
Brooks Field, Texas 
Randolnh Field, Texas 
Maxwell Field, Ale. 


Tezas 
Texas 
Texas 


Attack 
Commanding Officer 
Capt. L.A. Smith 
lst Lt. H.F. Stearley 
lst Lt. N.F. Twining 
Cant. Virgil Hine 
Bombardment 


lst Lt. Y.A. Pitts 
lst Lt. C.H. Howard 
lst Lt. R.T. Croneau 
lst Lt. J.W. Warren 
Cant. R. N. Ott 
Cant. B.C. Black 
Cant. &.G. Harver 
Caxt. E.L. Eubank 
lst Lt. D.M. Ramsay 
Cant. J.P. Richter 
Servico 
Ist Lt.H.T. McCormick 
Cant. L.R. Knight 
ist Lt. L.H. Dunlap 
Cant. E.M. Morris 
Cant. AE. Simonin 
Capt. R. Baez, Jr. 
Cat. Carroll 
Cant. Collar 
Carnt. Powell 
Cant. Burge 
Major Stone 
Capt. C.C. Mutt 
Cant. L.F. Post 
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Insi goia 
Eagle and Liberty Bell 
Skeleton with Scythe 
A fist 
Red Dice 


Searchlight Beams. 
Jiggs carrying bomb. 
Joe Pineaysle 

Volcano erunting bombs. 
Krecutioner 

Whooping Indian 


Wolf's head 


Lightning in Clouds 
Devil timmbing nose 


Beaver 
Tah gook in shield 
Tuck in swamp 


Monkey with »rop on palm tree 


Bank of gears 


Winged gear 


lst Lt. G.F. Tourtellot 


ist Lt. R.K. LeBrouw 
Capt. T. Boland 
School 
Cant. P. Weiner 
Cant. T.S. Voss 
Cant. C.W. Ford 
Cant. J.A. Healey 
Capt. L.N. Eller 
Cant. L.L. Koontz 
Cat. W. Miller 
Cant. F.E. Galloway 
Cant. £.D. Jones 
Cast. J.B. Patrick 
lst Lt. H.H. Mills 


Airshin Commenies 





Scott Field, I11. 
Lengley Field, Ve. 


Ist Lt. E.J. Bowling 
Capt. L.T. Miller 


Service Co., Scott Fld. Cant. D. Johnston 
Talloon Companies 





Fort Sill, Okla. 
Fort Brags, N.C. 


Brooks Field, Texas 
Langley Field, Va. 


Maxwell Field, Ala. 
Scott Field, Ill. 
Menila, F.I. 
Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
luke Field, 1T.H. 


Capt. N. Creighton 


Capt. A.I. Puryoar 


Photo Sections 
lst Lt. J.H. Hicks 
lst Lt. J.G. Pratt 





Cant. D.S. Seaton 
end Lt. E.F. Woolard 
lst Lt. P. P. Hill 
end Lt. P.7. Cullen 
end Lt. E.W, Rawlings 
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Crow with brick and telescope 
Eomb-bodied bat on book 
Indian with bow and arrow 
Panther crouching over torch 
Yellow Jacket 


Lamp and Flame 


Camera projected through 
magnifying glass. 


Three stars on wedge 
Diamond Head,T.H, silhouetted 


on camera lens. 
V-6214, A.C. 








Photo Sections (Continued) 








No, Station Commanding Officer Insignia 
lzth France Field, C.2. lst Lt. A.Y. Smith Rising sun on camera 
14th Mitchel Field, N.Y. Cant. W.H. Taylor Camera magazine on triangle 


15th Crissy Field, Calif. lst Lt. E.B. Pobzien Golden Gate in view finder 
20th Randolph Field,Texas end Lt. G.W. Hansen 

elst Scott Field, Illi. end Li. W.4. Fenander Camera and Fleur-de-Lis on 
wedge. 

eend Kelly Field, Texas Ist Lt.J.M, Fitzmaurice ; 
esrd March Field, Calif. list Lt. D.G. Stitt Indian head on tree 


Flichts - 16th Obs. Sqradron 





A Langley Field, Va. 1st Lt. R.W.C. Wimsatt 

B Fort Benning, Ge. lst Lt. L. Barnett 

C Fort Bragg, N.C. lst Lt. P.E. Skanse 

D Fort Riley, Kans. Cant. R.F. Cole 

E Fort Si11, Okla. Cant. F.H. Pritchard 
~--000-—= 


MATHER FIaLD PILOTS FLY HIGH 


The .ilots at Mather Field, Mills, Calif., have decided that, while the 
quality of California sunshine may justify all the »ublicity accorded one.of the 
most famous blessings of that State, the warmth that it should bring docs not 
go far enough - up. This decision was reached after the tactical squadrons at 
that station made a series of high altitude flights for the testing of equin 
ment and training of »nilots.° Equipped with oxygen apparatus and so many clothes 
that they had to be lifted into tho cockoit of the plane by the post wrecking 
crane, the pilots mursed their P-12 Pursuit ships to altitudes of <5,000 feet 
and above, finding there tenmeratures of 35 degrees below zero and lower. To 
this date, the flights have been mde by individual ships operating alone, but 
later on flight and squadron formations will practice unit tactics at high 
altitudes. 

--~000-—— 


"JIMMY" DOOLITTLE EXPRESSES THANKS 


"Upon flying over the field at Fort Crockett, I observed the truck stand- 
ing by with signs of intense activity around it. It made me feel so good to 
see my old Army friends waiting for me there that I darn near landed in spite 
of having plenty of gas to get to Corzs." 

The above is a letter received by Major Davemzort Johnson, cormanding the 
Third Attack Group, from Major James H. Doolittle, who flew over Fort Crockett 
on his flight over three national capitals. Major Doolittle, a former member 
of the SOth Attack Squadron, exoressed his thanks for the way the Group co- 
operated with him in having two gas trucks and a crew in readiness in case he 
landed at Galveston for gas. 

The flight carried him over the cavitals of three countries between daw 
and dusk, 

——=000-—— 


INSPECTOR GENERAL VISITS RANDOLPH FIELD 


Major-General Hugh A. Drum, Insvector General, U.S. Army, inspected 
Randolph Field on November 6th, and expressed himself as being well »leased with 
conditions he found. Prior to General Drum's arrival, he notified the Command- 
ing Officer that all formalities in connection with his visit would be dispensed 
with, He was met at the entrance of the »ost by Brigadier—General Danforth, . 
Commandin;; General of the Air Corps Training Center, and Major F.L. Martin, Com 
manding Qificer of Randolph Field, who accompanied him throughout his inspection 
His tour of inspection took in the flying cadet barracks, the enlisted men's 
barracks, the shops, NCO quarters, and each tyxe of officers' quarters. 

—--000~=— 

At the request of the Navy, Selfridge Tield sent a formation flight over 
Detroit on October 27th, in honor of Navy Tey. Captain R.C.W. Hessley led a 
composite Pursuit Squadron in this flight. 
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- PURSUITERS. M.OWSTR [8 CASSIC AT JACKSON, MICH. 
By the News Letter Corres sondent 
Comuining business with »leasure, the First Pursuit Groun conducted a tac- 


“tical: orovlem on Oct. 22nd;"80-as to rendezvous and land at Jackson, Mich., 


about 9:00 a.m., and to be conducted through the Michigan State Prison, after 
which to have luncheon as’ guests of the Exchange Club of Jackson. The Exchange 
Club is not a new host to this Group. Several months ago, a scuadron flew to 
Jackson to attend a flying show, which was being wut on by the Aviation Committee 
of the Club, and the nersonnel on that trip tasted Jackson's hos»itality and 
found it very pleasant. It was with anticivation that the tactical ' yroblem of 
the Grou» Was so arranged that a landinz could be made at Jackson, and it was re- 
assuring to be met by Mr. P.J. Crandall, Chairmen of the Aviation Cormittee of 
the Exchange Club, and our former host, for we knew then that the day's enter- 
tainment would be complete. 

All the planes the Group could mster saa that 1 moraing, 34 Pursuit and two 
Transports, took off by squadrons at about 8:00 o'clock. Major George H.Brett, 
Commancin:: Officer of Selfriage Field, accommanied the flight in his own plane, 
while Major G.E. Brower, Commanding Officer of the First Parsuit Group, con- 
trolled the Group from the Ford Transvort, giving orders and otherwise exercis- 
ing radio control along the course to Jackson. Us0n landing, vilots were imme- 
diately taken by car ay the Michigan State Prison and were shown through the 
grounds and building This was a very enjoyable insvection, and the pilots 
were imoressed with ie inmensity of the institution, the modern eouinment and 
machinery, the clearliness, orderliness and the high morale which was evident 
among the inmates. As further entertainment, three short boxing touts were 
held, one of which was featured by a imockout. , . 

After making a complete round of the prison and grounds, the cars were 
brought up and we were taken to the home of the. Exchange Club in its building in 
the business section of Jackson, where we were the guests of the Club members 
at a very enjoyable luncheon, entirely informal and devoid of the usual flovery 
utterances Which snoil the averave affair of this nature. It was a nleasure to 
note the interest in aviation this. Club is ta king, and its special interest in 
the First Pursuit Group was complimentary. 

The memsers of the flight were taken out to the Airszort after the luncheon 
and a taice-oif was made soon thereafter. Major Brower paraded the Grow) in 
review, circling the prison in salute, and then dis»vatched each of the four 
squadrons by indivicual routes to the home airdrome. 

= OQ 0mm 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS A:FECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


CHANGES OF STATION: To March Field, Calif.: 2nd Liewt. Phineas K.Morrill, 
from Mather Fielc, Calif. 

To Aberceen Proving Ground, Md.: Cartain Lynwood 2. Jacobs, from Office 
of the Chief of the Air Soros, Washinston, D.C. ; 

PROMOTIONS: To Liewtenant-Colonel: Major Lawrence W. McIntosn, rani: from 
Nov. 1, 19¢1. To Mejor: Castain Asa 1. Duncan, rani from Nov. 1, 1951. To 
Cagtain: lst Lieuts. John H. Gavdner, Wm. C. Goldsborough, Walter R. Peck, rank 











from No Nov. 1, 1931; Mdward H. Wood, rani from Nov. 21, 1931. To lst Lieut.: end 
Lieut. Saumel R. avis, Jr., rank from Nov. D, 1931. 
was O Qeentins 


AN ADMIRABLE LANDING 


. the occasion of the flight of the 94th Squadron to Chicago for a tac- 
tical insvection, Lieut. Sanstury managed tio bring home the laurels for that 
event. The "Deacon," as he is called, was f. Lying in the last element of the 
Squadron and, shortly after the flight cleared for Chicago, the leader of his 
element noticed a: dangling wheel on “Neaconts" mlane. It seemec as iz the 
Ssreader bar and the wheei were handing in such a »osition as to wrecic the 
plane immediately upon landing. After considerable signaling backs ain forth 
and wild est iculations, "Deacon" turned back towards Seiiridge Fiecl4. 

He claims he threw his back anc neck out of place in an effort to see the 
landing goar and‘determine just how badly it was demazed. Suffice it to say 
that he dscidéd to: land his ship, and that he »erformed a most croditable job 
of the whole affair. -The vlane was only sligatly damaged, and the pilot was 
not injured in the. least. 
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HAROLD GATTY LECTURES AT WRIGHT FIELD 
By A.M. Jacobs 


Yarold Gatty, Round the World flier, was a 
guest at the Meteriel Division, Wright Field, fron 
October 27th to 29th, to the special joy of the 
officers of the Equipment Branch, who found mmch to 
discuss with him regarding the navigational features 

of his great flight. 


¢ 


‘The Gatty Drift 


a 
Pinot Speed- On October 28th, he gave a talk for the offi. 
Indicator cers and civilian employees of the Division in which 


he described in detail his and Post's adventure of 
circling the globéd. Mis truly remarkable .. feat 

was heralded through the world's press at the time. 

To hear the account from Mr. Gatty's own lips = an 
account 4n which the hazardous was understated with 
the utmost modesty and the problems and triumphs touch. 
ed with the same modesty ~ was an experience not soon 
to be forgotten. 

The success of the flight and the remarkably 
short time in which it was accomplished, Mr. Gatty 
laid entirely to the »resent high stage of aviation 
development which enabled them to fly so far and 
stremously with no syare part equipment except an 
extra set of svcark plugs. Eventually the; had a 
new preveller %o revlace one which had been beni 
and which Post had knocked into shape ayain with 

@ wrerch, but that was only when they had re- 
turned to American soii, and the replacement | 
ws mado without their direction. 

_ Qme of the initial difficulties of the 
fiizht lay in finding suitable maps. . Over the 
i = 4 teh eosn. _ dtlantic, Gatty found direction sharts most prac- 
rs 4 P geen etto tical for celestiel navigation. On four maps of 
: / . the route from Moscow to Novo Sibirsk, the lati- 





tude and longitude varied fifty miles. He con- 
structed one set of al]. maps made to scale on bristol board er good strong paper. 
He also constructed a drift and ground sveed meter that proved most useful on the 
flight and which officers have declared a most ingenious instrument. In blind 
flying, the combination of aperiodic compass,. directional gyro and artificial ho- 
rizon served them well, and Post was quoted as having stated that though he had 
never been successful at flying blind with a -bank and turn indicator, with this 
combination he steered a steadier ccurse than if he could see the naturai horizon, 
and after three hours of blind flying felt ao strain. 

"Between the times when the sun got too low and the stars were visible," 
said Gatty, "we used blind flying. Later on.we got on top at 14,000 fees and 
everything was clear up above. ‘There rasn't a cloud-end the sky was very clear, 
and I used Lieutenart-Commander Weems' method of curves with the addition of 
transparent celluloid charts which I constricted myself. It saves a little cala- 
lation. By sliding a transfer chart over the curves it was possible to take the 
altitude of Polaris and Arcturus and we superimposed that chart over the course 
ani jovted down the position of the ship. I laid down a course on this chart pre 
viously so I could see immediately whether I was off my course or not and how met 
Iwas off. I didn't have to measure it in terms of latitude and longitude. I 
oaat Bee which way I was off, rigat or left of my course, and could change the 

Curse. : 
Their reception in Russia he made sound most amusing, and one could easily 
_ picture the two sleepy Americans who were eating nething seated at the lavish 
“banquet which they were forced to attend, with eight wine glasses at each plate 
When all they craved was water, listening to elaborate speeches when all that. 
possessed their minds were the miles of space still to be covered as soon as they 
could get free to be on their way. 
._, No attempt has been made in this abbreviated account to give a resume of the 
eddres®, Technical phases of the flizht were covered with gratifying clearness. 
One felt that this pair had succeeded in their’ undertaking not through chance tt 
becausé ofa solid groundwork of intelligent preparation and knowledge of their 
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jobs. We have read many a good story of high adventure that held us less com 
pletely than this simply related »ersonal exnerience. If the cynortunity ever 
presents itself of hearing Harold Gatty, we'd advise considerable going out of 
one's way to take advantage of it. 

——= 00 C= 


ACCURACY OF MAPPING FROM TEE AIR 


Recent activi.ses of the Sth Photo Section, stationed at Scott Field, 


» Belleville, I1l., included the making of a mosaic of the Calunet Area for the 


District Engineer of the lst Chicago District. This area of 260 square miles 
vas pnotograrhed by 2nd Lieut. H.F. Woolard, commanding the Section, and Master 
Sergeant Wiltur R. Rhodes, using an 025A Observation »lane and a K-3A camera. 
The flying time for the »roject was five hours. 

That the mosaic turned over to the Engineers was very satisfactory was 
shown by the receint of a letter from the 1st Chicago District Mgineer's Office. 
Extracts from the letter, dated October 30th, are as follows: , 

"The mosaic nictures which you have made for us have been a great success. 
Not only have they exoedited our work, but they have saved us much money in 
field work and reconnaissance. The ictures have been much admired and are a 
tribute to your good work. 

I have had occasion to check some ground measurements against those on the 
photogranhs end have found them to check within 1%. I cannot look at the 
pictures without congratulating myself for having secured a very excellent job." 


~~ 000——— 
SOME "DOPE" ON THE MISSOURI IATIONAL GUARD ATRMEN 


The 35th Division Air Service, Missouri National Guard, consisting of the 


_ 110th Observation Squadron, 110th Photo Section and 110th Medical Detachment, is 


getting settled in its new $100,000 home »rovided for it by the City of St.Iouis 
at Lambert-St. Louis Field. The organization moved into its new hangar during 
the latter part of the summer ond immediately went to work on the best vossible 
outlay for a $10,000 avprovriation »rovided by the State of Missouri for improve- 
ments and additions to the hangs ; 

Most of this money has been spent in subdividing the spacious mezzanine 
floor of the hangar for the headquerters of the various sections. The Photo Sec- 
tion has already comsleted equinment of its snacious laboratory. Equally ade- 
quate quarters are vrovided for the Supnly and Armament Sections on the mezzanine, 
while Engineering, Overations and the Medical Section are quartered on the first 
floor. Two towers at the extremities of the hangar »rovide room for executive 
offices and an officers! club. The latter has been furnished in true club style 
through assessments on the organization's 18 officers. 

The old heedqarters mMilding of the squadron, now used as a field restan- 
rant at the Airnort, is shortly to be returned to the outfit. It will be moved 
to the site of the hangar, comoletely refitted, and outfitted as en enlisted 
men's club, ; 

While it is going ahead with the outfitting of its quarters, the Missouri 
flying outfit is also carrying out an intensive training »rogram, comrising 
Tadio, sketchiag and »hotograshic missions, surf target fire adjustment, cross- 
Country day and night missions and other activities in the field of the Observa- 
tion squadron. The 35th Division Air Service is under the command of Major 
Philip R. Love, veteran of the Air Mail Service, who eraduated from Kelly Field 
in the same class with Col. Lindbergh, who was once a Captain in the National 
Gard outfit. 

aa OD 0mm 


NEW AIRCRATT RUNNING LIGETS 


4A new two~lamp rumiing light has just been released by the Air Corps Materiel 
Division, Wright Field, for service test. Like the present standard ‘-5A, the 
new A-6 employs a glass Zens but has improved streamlining qualities which lowers 
its resistance to air. Two 6-candle»xower lemos yvrpvide 12 candlepower. for each 


‘Tunning light. The two-lemp installation in each light is a new safety feature, 


jusuring a light even should one tulb burn out. ‘the 12-candlepower lamps of the 

new 4-6 lights orovide better lighting qualities with their glass lenses than did 

the old 4-4 through their celluloid lenses with 21 candlevower. Ets 
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NOTES FROM ATR CORPS FIELDS 


Selfridze Field, Mt. Clesiens, Mic:., Nov. 17th. 





Cant. Gerd von Massow, of the German Army, arrived at Selfridge Field re 
cently for a short visit. He was met by Major George H. Brett, Commanding Offi. 
cer, and shown around the Post. His entertainment was then mt in the hands of 
Major Gerald E. Brower, in order that Captain von Massow might see the flying 
activities of the Post ana the operations of the First Pursuit Group and its 
squadrons. He was then taken to Oscoda, Mich., by air, where he witnessed the 
demonstration of the gunnery and bombing, and then returned to Selfridge Field by 
way of Battle Creek, Mich., in a Fora Trens ort. 

Following the varticination of the lst Pursuit Grow: in the demonstration 
for the Unemployment Relief Fund of New York City, October 17th and 18th, Major 
G.E. Brower received the following letter from Mr. Graham 3. Grosvenor, Chair 
‘ef the Flying Show Committee: 

"Dear Major Zrower;: 

The Show Committee has asxed me to exoress its thanks to you and the nien of 
the Army's First Pursuit Group for your participation in*the »rogram given last 
week for the benefit of the Unenployment Relief Fund of New York. 

We all expreciate your coming such a long distance to be with us and hel» 
to make the show itself and the drive for funds a success. Personally, we 
greatly enjoyed having you with us as individuals, and we were sorry to see you 
take off the last time. 

The Committee feels that the effort made by all concerned was justified 
not only by the substantial cash donation that it is able to make to tne Imergen- 
cy Unerzployment Relief Committee, but by the very helpful publicity given by the 
Show to its campaign for funds." 

On the evening of October 29th, at Clevelend, Ohio, Major George H. Brett, 
Commanding Officer, addressed an assemblage of Regular, Reserve and National 
Guard officers stationed and living in and about that city. Major Brett chose 
as his subject the Air Division, and in his talk outlined the component »varts 
of the air division and gave a concextion of its use during major overations. 
The gathering, which was under the ausvices of the 414th Pursuit Squadron, com 
manded by Li.-Col. J.B. McCalley, was excextionally large, due to the interest 
shown by the officers in the Cleveland area in Major Brett's talk. A» .roximate- 
ly 150 Reserve officers of all arms attended the meeting. 

An old fashioned Hallowe'en Dance opened the season of gayety at the home 
of the lst Pursuit Group. The 94th Scuadron, ap»ointed to take charge of this 
affair, managed to locate a few »umkins, a few shocks of corn, some cider and 
doughimts, and »roceeded to give the season an ax2ropriate start. Prizes were 
offered for the best and most original costumes to be worn at the dance, and 
it was really a difficult job to decide just who should win the orizes. there 
was only one thought that came anywhere near marring the »leasure of the occa 
Sion, and that was the fact that, elthough this was the first dance of the 
season for us, it was also rather a farewell »arty for a number of the Reserve 
officers whose active duty tours had ended. Really, we gave them a good send- 
off. 

ohortly after their return from the National Air Races, ten planes from 
the 94th Squadron were ordered over to -ittsburgh - more precisely to the 
Pittsburch Allegheny County Air-ort.- This was, indeed, en exrerience for some 
of us, because there was no choice of landing »laces at the field. It was "land 
on hard surface cr else." ‘The entire field is hard surface and, of course, that 
is not always the ideal >lace to land a short »lane with a tail sicid. Lvery- 
thing went off smoothly, however, and all of the »ilots enjoyed the trin. 

Master Set. H.H. Hewitt, Post Sergeant Major, recently returned from a 
week's furlough spent at Headquarters, Sixth Corns Area, at Chicago, Ill. Upon 
his arrival, he was introduced to the chief cler’s of each department by the 
Corps Area Adjutant. Some time vas spent with each department, and a great deal 
of valuable information relative to handlin;; of resorts and correspondence was 
gained. This information will be used to rectify and smooth over any difficul- 
ties which have been encountered locally. Sgt. Hewitt not only enjoyed the fure 
lough in a personal way, but officially gained much information and understand 
ing. He brought back the impression that the methods of operations at this 
station are correct, and his visit will facilitate coordination with Corps Area 
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The officers and their families, and the enlisted personnel of Selfridge 
Field had many occasions in the past few months to aid organizations which are 
combatin; the economic conditions now generally prevailing. Certain members 
of the garrison gave their personal services for work on committees to organize 
relief activities and aid those in need locally, while the remainder contributed 


-liberally towards funds to be used by these agencies. Recent contributions were 


made by all personnel tovards the local unemployment fund of Mt. Clemens, also a 
benefit show was given by the Exchange Club of Mt. Clemens to raise funds for 
the unemployed which was attended in force by officers and their families. 

At resent, Mrs. Harry A. Johnson is actively engaged in collecting money, 
clothing and food. As a result of her efforts, quite a sum of money and a large 
number of articles of clothing and food will be turned over to the Salvation 
Army for distribution to those in distress. 

On the invitation of Mr. L.A. Moehring, Comptroller of the Chrysler Corpo- 
ration, several officers of the field visited the engineering »vlant and the 
laboratories of that Cornvoration. After a most excellent lunch, the visitors 
were shown through the laboratories by Mr. Zeder, Vice President in charge of 
Engineering, and Mr. Lee, engineer in charze of research. Many interesting de- 
velopments in the engineering line were viewed. The officers present were 
Majors Brett, Brower, Cantains Blessley, Whitehead, lst Lieuts. McCormick, Wolf, 
Culbertson and 2nd Lieut. G.F. Smith. 

A total of 23 Air Corss and Air Corzs Reserve officers, graduates of the 
last class at the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, recently reported to the 
field and were assigned, as follows: 

To the 17th Pursuit Squadron: 2nd Lieuts. Frederick W. Castle, George Ff. 
Schlatter, Norman R. Burnett, Gerry L. Mason, Paul W. Blanchard, Air Corps; Dan 


J. Hughes and Charles M. Wilson, Air Corzs Reserve. 


To the 27th Pursuit Squadron; 2nd Lieuts. Clark N. Piper, Air Corns; Cecil 
Hefner, Lester C, Holtan and Robert H. Talbott, Air Corns Reserve. 

To the 94th Pursuit Sqadron: 2nd Lieuts. Hovard M. McCoy, Air Corps; John 
B. Adams, Benton W. Davis, Josesh A. Muffat and Elbert H. Schlanser, A.C. Res. 

To the 36th Pursuit Squadron: 2nd Lieuts. Mark E. Bradley, Wm. D. Eckert, 
Henry A. Winters, Air Corps; Mayhew D. Bleine, Lawrence 0. Brown, William H. Dun, 
James C. Guthrie, Josexh D. Lee, Jr., Phares McFerren, Clyde A. Parlette, John 
D. Pitman and Lee C. Weber, Air Corss Reserve. 

Members of the Hi-Y Club uf Ortonville, Mich., visited the post Nov. 16th 
and were shown the various ».oints of interest. The boys were very much inter- 
ested in the various types of airslanes we now have on the vost. 

Major Brett, Commanding Officer of the field, left Nov. 16th on a three 
weeks' leave of absence, »roceeding to Palo Alto, Calif., via Chicago, Ill. 

He will terminate his leave at Santa Monica, Calif., about Dec. lst, when he 
will secure an 0O-38B from the Douglas Aircraft Co. and ferry it to Detroit for 
assignment to the Michigan National Guard. 

On October end, the 6th Pursuit Squadron celebrated its first birthday. 

The organization was made active on October “nd, 1930, and is the modern succes- 
sor to the 356th Aero Squadron which went overseas vith the American Exoeditionary 
Forces in 1917. In observance of this occasion, a stag dimer was held in the 
organization's mess hall, which was attended by Major Brett and his entire staff. 
Following the dinner, a »rogram of Field Day Exercises was held. 

Eight pilots from the 17th Pursuit Scuadron heled to make an 18-ship forma- 
tion which was ordered to New York Oct. 16th to participate in New York's unem- 
ployment relief show. 

While no direct word has-come about Cant. Hoyt's return to duty from Walter 
Reed General Hospital, everyone in the 17th hoves the rumor that he would return 
to duty on December 1st is well founded. 

Squadron flying in the 17th was somevhat hammered by the recent vurning out 
of four motors, all within a ffeek, providinz worries for the Engineering Depart- 
ment and less airplanes to accomany our lessening flying hours. 

The 17th will in the near future be a combination of a "flying outfit" and a 
fire devartment, due to the tearing dom of the old wooden tildings to enable 
construction to proceed, and our being designated to house the fire devartment. 
They plan to board off one end of the hangar for the fire trucks and use what 
has been our Operations Office as sleeping quarters for the firemen, also their 
office. The danger of fire, of course, is considerably lessened now in the 17th, 
With all due resnect to the fire department. 
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94th Pursuit Squadron; Of course, every officer knows houch tough it is to 
lose some of our best friends. We of the 94th feel as though we had lost some 
good friends, indeed, vhen Lieuts. Kk.W. Mosher, F.I. Jacobs and Joe Anderson 
just somenow ran out of active duty. There are »robably more broken hearts 
right now emong the fairer sex in this vicinity than could ever have been found 
here before, All three of these boys were favorites wherever they wandered, 
Here's "How," and wishing them the best of luck. Let us howe a »lan can be pro. 
vided somehow for the Air Corns to retain such officers instead of havin; to let 
them £0. 

27th Pursuit Scuadron;: October was a month of qviet sadness. Cause: the 
universal ailment of the Air Corps - a lack of flying time. The only trip worthy 
of note by any number of 27th -rilots wes the one to New York for the Charity Shov, 

Another occasion for wniversal sadness came wit: the ners that one of our 
most stalwart bachelors succumbed to the devastating attack of the feminine eneny, 
Weakened by association with several of the enemy's .risoners of war anc lured by 
heir tales of veace and contentment in the enemy cam), Lieut. Bryant L. Boatner 
gave u> his freedom and took the oath to "Love, honor and keen ----- until Death 
do us nvart." Capt. R.C.W. Blessley, Liewts. Meehan and Remey revresented the 
Squadron at the ceremony at New Orlecsns. After a short »eriod of "Honeymooning," 
the cowple returned to Selfridge Field. . 

Lieut. Kobert W. Humehreys, having com leted his tour of active duty, revert- 
ed to inactive status and is at his home in Heithsburg, IfI1l. 

Caot. Blessley and family left for Chicago to s»,end a short leave with his 
relatives. 











Fort Sill, Okcla., October -dlst. 








A limited amount of flyin: was »erformed by tie €S5th Observation Squadron 
during the month, due to the »revarations for the vermanent change of station to 
Brooks Field, Texas. Dlight "E", 15th Obs. Squadron, will revlace the 88th here. 

This station was honored by a brief visit by the Secretary of War, Hon. 
Patrick J. Hurley, on Oct. cérd. The Secretary and party arrived from Midland, 
Texas, at 5:45 v.m., adooard the good ship "Olehoma."” ‘The Secretary was greeted 
by Brig. Gen. Wm. M. Cruikshank and taken to Fort Sill for a short visit, while 
Lieut. Couslend, pilot, swoervised the servicing of the suip. ‘The varty left at 
6:25 mm. for Tulsa, Okla. 

Congressman James, Chairman of the House Military Affairs Committee, accom- 
panied by Lieut.-Col. Jacob E, Fickel, and miloted by Lieut. Stranathan, arrived 
here Oct. 27th, and after a briev visit de»sarted for Hensley Ficld, Texas. 

The officers and men of this stetion viewed with regret the denarture of 
Lieuts. H.B. Fleming, C.H. Miller and L.E. Hunt, who reverted to inactive status 
on Oct. 23rd. During their tour of active daty, these three z,ilots so closely 
associated themselves with every form.of Air Cor s activity that their loss is 
Reenly felt by their squadron and the station. We wish them every success in 
all their civilian underta‘cinzs. 

The lst Balloon Co. comsleted four successful free ballon flights during 
the month. | 


Mather Wield, Mills, Calif., November 7th. 


Mather seems to be a dangerous vlace for bachelor officers. An evidemic of 
marriage-itis, which started early in the sumer, resulted in an average of about 
one casualty each month. Latest victims to succumb are Lieut. A.B. McCarty, who 
on July 11th married Miss Katherine Davison, of Riverside. Celif.; Lieut.Marshal 
‘Roth, who married Miss Mortha Louise Rathje, of Chicago, on Sent. 19th; and Lieut. 
M.J. Coutlee, who is to marry Miss Jane Gordon of Sacramento on Nov. 18th. 

Lieut. R.P. Harris, Air Reserve, quite recovered from injuries suffered when 
po Pele crashed at the Langley Field gunmery matches on Sept. 2nd, returned to 

ity. 

At the completion of their active duty, Lieuts. Carter, Rodieck, Kruse, 
Britton and liechem left the service and reverted to inactive status Oct. 22nd. 


Ho. France Field, Panama Canal Zone, Oct. 20th. 


Since the adovtion of the two-year foreign service nolicy, the owers that 
be have fromed on any attempt to secize leave of absence to be s ent in the 
Unjted States. ‘The result has been that, with a few exceptions in the cases of 


officers on detached service in the States, the commissioned personnel has been 
whA0. V-6214, A. C. 








to 


nd 


TO~ 
let 


rthy | 


Show, 


nemy, 
d by 
ner 
ath 
ng, tt 
vert- 


is 


to 
ere, 


d, 
ted 
le 
at 
om- 
ved 


tus 


of 
pout 
who 
ieut. 


when 
to 


at 


en 





100 percent present for drill. However, a few have been lucky in the matter of 
leaves, and 2nd Lieuts. V.L. Brown, C.H. Goodwin and 0.J. Studeman are now back 
home for a short stay. Second Lieut. C.R. Cabell, a new arrival from Kelly, was 
granted a 20-day leave to visit Maracaibo, Colombia, and departed on a Pan- 
American Airways Commodore. 

What at first threatened to be a serious gasoline fire occurred on Sept. 
30th at the Panama Air Depot gasoline station. But for the »rommt work of the 
Post Fire Department, the blaze mixht have destroyed the Parachute Devartment, 
Post Theatre and Motor Overhaul building. <A small motor-driven gasoline sumo 
was being used in filling two 5-gal. gasoline cans for washing motors, when de- 
fective wiring caused a spark which ignited the gasoline in the cans. The flames 
spread to the large tank, destroying 200 gals. of fuel. The Post Fire Department 
did excellent work in confining the Vines: to the one building. 


Third Attaci: Group, Fort Crockett, Texas, November end. 





Three ships of the 12th Squadron have teen giving residents of Galveston and 
the surrounding vicinity a thrill with their occasional flights at night with 
small lights assembled on the leading edge of the lower wing and on the fuselage 
and tail assembly, so that they outline the »lane. Three colors = red, white 
and blue = are used, and the switches are so arranged that any combination of 
colors may be used on signal from the leader. The »vilots of the three planes 
are lst Lieut. Ralph F. Stearley, 2nd Lieuts. Robert K. Taylor and T.L. Mosely. 

First Lieut. Oscar L. Beal was annointed Adjutant at Fort Crockett to suc- 
ceed Cant. J.F. Doherty, who was assigned to the Philinpine Devartment. 

Major-General Edward L. King, Assistant Chief of Staff, War Devartment Gen- 
eral Staff, insnected the training activities of the Group, Oct. cOth. Major 
Ralph Royce accompanied General King in the role of »nilot, for the General was 
traveling by air. They departed the following morning for Barksdale Field at 
Shrevevort, La., to ins»xect the »rogress being made on the new home of the 
Third: Attack Group. 

Lieuts. Truman H. Landon and Walter S. Lee departed Oct. 29th in two Attadk 
planes for Fort Brown to particivate in the maneuvers of the l<th Cavalry. ‘the 
planes were equipped for laying smoke, and a radio set was installed in one of 
them for the purvose of ground contact. 

At resent the vilots of the 8th Attack Squadron are receiving instruction 
in instrument flying. An attack plane with a hood over the forward cocipit is 
used for the pursose. Lieut. Robert A. Bolyard has charge of the instruction 
for the. 8th Squadron, and occuvies the rear cockpit while flights are made. 


18th Pursuit Groun, Schofield Barracks, T.H., Nov. 4th. 





Flying activity in this Grows during Octooder was somewhat limited, due to 
the restriction of flying hours by the “ar Derartment. Sufficient flying time 
remained, hovever, for a considerable auount of training of yilot personnel. 

Qn October 2nd, the 39 lanes of the Group participated in a Wing Review 
and tactical exercise, as ordered by the Wing Commander. 

Major~General aubers R. Bovley, the new Commander of the eenhia Division, 
arrived aboard the $.S. PRESIDENT GRANT on Oct. 15th. Twenty-four Pursuit ships 
from the 6th and 19th Sqdns. flew an Aloha for the General as the Trans ort 
rounded Diamond Head, and in the afternoon the entire Groun, consisting of 59 
planes, »assed in review with the Hawaiian Division in his honor. 

Lieut. Robert C. Oliver arrived October 20th and was assigned to the 19th 
Squadron, 

Lieuts. Stewart W. Towle, Joe i. Loutzenheiser and Lane W. Sharman (Reserve) 
denarted for March Field aboard the USAT CHATEAU THIERRY, Oct. 24th, having com- 
pleted their tour of foreign service. A formation of 12 planes bade them a last 
Aloha as the Transxort departed. 

The Transzort GRANT denarted Nov. 3rd, taking three more officers from this 
station back to the Mainlend,- Caxt. Horace Heisen to Mather Field, Lt. John H. 
Dulligan and Lt. James F. Walsh to March Field. These officers have also comlei- 
éd their tour of foreign service. 

Night flying was again resumed by the Group. ‘the field lighting was revair- 
ed under the direction of Lieut. Bentley, and is in excellent order again. 

On the night of October 30th, Lieuts, Peaslee, Prindle and Bentley flew co- 
operative missions with the searchlight batteries of the Honolulu Harbor and 
Pearl Harbor defenses. ‘Three very successful missions were carried out. 

26th Attack Squadron; Flying was reduced to a minimum to conform with out 
time allotment of 200 hours ver pilot ner year. ‘The armament section, under the 
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direction of Lt. Thos. B. MacDonald, was very busy installing four forward guns 
on each of nine ships, and each -xilot has bore-sighted and tested the guns on 

his ,lane. ‘his work has been in »renaretion for.a »roblem in which the fire 
and bombing power of an atteck-smiadron is to be tested uvon silhoustte targots, 
Dropoing ten bombs single along a road within a bracket of 200 yords has been 
practiced and found »racticatle. ; 

Orsenization Dey came this year while the Squadron was in Gunnery Camm at 
Waimanelo. However, on Oct. 20th a holiday was declared, and the Sivadron had 
a fiela-day in the afternoon at Haleiwa and a rouderful dinner that evening at 
the Sea Yiew Inn. Notable were the athletic prowess of Pvt. Goncevic, and the 
music and halas of the entertainers in the evening. 

The 25th made an excellent showing on the Wheeler Field football team, 12 
ef our men being on the squad and ten, at least, »lay more or less regularly. 
Lieut. McCoy assisted materially in a coaching canacity. 

Another officer went on commutation when end Lt. John C. Horton was married 
to Miss Pauline Merrill of Honolulu. ‘The Squadron wishes them many years of 
hai .iness. 

19th Pursuit Squedron: Lieut. Henry W. Dorr and wife left for Mgland Oct, 
lst to attend Mrs. Dorr's father who is critically ill. Lieut. Dorr will revort 
to-his new. station on the mainland at the exsiration of a two months! leave. 

On Oct. Lith, this scuadron »rearticinated in e Groun Alohe and in a Review of 
the Havaiian Division in honor of Major General Albert J. Zorley. 

6th Pursuit Squadron; Flying in this Scuadron rcceived a .severe set-back 
when we were notified that several members exceeded their allotted training time 
in the air. This has cut out total scuadron time to 152 hours for the current 
month. ‘We were also handica»ed by the loss by trensfer of Lieut. Stewart VW. 
Towle, Sadn. Commander, and.Lieut. John EH. Dulligan, Sqdn.. Engineering Officer, 
Lieut. Edward H. White assumed comand, and business is »icking up. 

The morele of the Squadron remains hizh, aesvite the irre:ularity of this 
past month's flying, and we are ell looling fortard eagerly to. the joint Army-Navy 
Maneuvers in Fevruary, when we hove to nossess our allotment of 8 P-leE's. Ture 
ing the past month there was never more than one ship out of commission at any 
one time, and all shins in commission -nost of the time, which speaks volumes for 
the work of the engineering derartment of the 6th Pursuit. 

Vota Service Squadron: On Oct. lst, the 75th Sikorsky, viloted by Lieut. 
Loutzenheiser, 19tn Sadn., flew to John “odzers Airoort, where Governor Judd, 

‘Major General Wells, Col. Dunham, Majior Osimm and Lieut. Hutchins were taken 
aboard and flown to Molokai. The return tri» vas made the sane day. 

On Oct. 14th, the Sikorsicy, a-ain »niloted by Lieut. Loutzenheiser, made an 
"around-the~island" trip with the Secretary of War, Mejor General Wells, Colonel 
Brant and Major Os:un,. 

A considerable quantity of uew machinery vas received last month, and the 
Squadron now has a machine shop on a par with any in the Army. 











San Antonio Air Denot, Duncan Field, Texas, Nov. <lst. . 

Lieut —Col. F.M. Andrews, Executive, Office Chief of the Air Corps, called 
on the Commanding Officer of this De»sot Oct. 16th while on a visit to Randolph 
Field en route returning to Washington in a Felé from the Boeing Factory, Seattle 

Major Ral-h Royce, of the Office Chief of Staff, Washington, was the house 
guest of Licut.-Col. and Mrs. A.W. Robins at this Depot Oct. 17th to 19th, in cor 
nection with his visit to Hqrs. 8th Corns Area, accompanying Mejor-General Fdward 
L. King, Assistant Chief of Staff, on his recent air tour of various activities. 
On the contimation of the flisht of General King and Major Royce, a new »rovxelle 
for their 0-38 was ferried to Shrevesort,.La., by Lieut. T.H. Chapman, this Ge0t. 

Commander H.R. Bogusch, U.S.N., enroute by air in a Navy Gl torsedo land 
plane from Anacostia, D.C. to the Naval Air Station at Sen Diego, Calif., stovpet 
Over at this Depot Oct. 15th to 17th for emergency renairs to his plane. 

Lieut.-~Col. John H. Howard, Conmaanding Officer, Mitchel Field, 1.Y¥., accom 
panied by Cast. A... Simonin of thet field, en route returning to that station 
ferrying two 0-250 airnlanes from the Dovgles Aircraft Co. factory, Santa iionica 
Calif., landed at shis Te vot Oct. 2lst for a check-un of their planes and contin 
ued their journey Oct. ccru via Montgomery, Ala. 4 

Congressman W, Frank James, Chairman of the House ‘Military Affairs Committes 
accomsanied by Lieut.-Col. J.E, Fickel, of the Office Chief of the Air Corps, on é 
‘tour by air insnecting housing conditions and construction matters at Army sta- 
tions in various parts of the country, visited this Devot. Oct. 25th, accomanké 
by Major-General Edwin B. Winans, iighth Corns Aree Comiander, and his Aide. 

Lieut.-Col. Arthur G. Fisher, our new Commanding Officer, joined and as 

whihS. | | “Ym 214, AC. 








| 
| 











in i ee a a ee ee 


—t t~" @m™ ket -™ —-& Oo 





Ans 


Hts, 


Oct. 
‘ort 


ew of 


ck 
time 
nt 


BT 6 


is 
\y-Navy 


ny 
; for 


> an 
-onel 


she 


Lled 
Loh 
rattle 
Use 
in col 
Rdward 
ties. 
y3ellet 
9°70t- 
Land 
tonped 


ccole 
ion 

onica, 
ontin 


mittee 
g, on & 
ste- 


panied 
s sumed 
A. C. 








command on Nov. 3rd. ‘This Devot is glad to receive Col. and Mrs. Msher. They 
are not strangers at this station, as Col. Fisher was Air Officer at Hors. 8th 
Corvs Arca for some time prior to his assignment to this command. Col. Fisher 
is now on a ten-day period of detached service at Tucson, Arizona. 

It is a matter of sincere rocvret to the »ersonnel of the Deoot to »art with 
Lieut.-Col. and Mrs. A.W. Robins and their three young daughters, Misses Dorothy, 
Betty and Helen Robins,# Col. Robins came to this Denot from Langley Field in 
July, 1929, and the Defot had honed for a long period of his leadershi». How 
ever, he was needed in the Office of the Chief of the Materiel Division at 
Wright Field, for vhich station Col. Robins and his family departed on Nov. 4th, 
followed by earnest wishes on the part of all for their future hanviness. Prior 
to their devarture, merous functions were given in their honor, including a 
dinner dance by the officers and ledies of Duncan Field at the Gunter Hotel on 
the evening of Oct. 3Oth; a dinner at the Duncan Field Officers! Club by Capt.and 
Mrs. Clarence Longacre on Oct. Slst, and a club breakfast at the Golf Association 
at. Duncan Field on Nov. lst. ; 

Capts. Warner B, Gates and E.V. Harbeck, Jr., visited Houston, Fort Crockett 


and Dallas, Texas, Oct. 15th to 1Sth, to confer with Resular Army and National 


Guard organizations there regarding maintenance of Air Corns supolies and 
equipment. ; 

Lieut. D.F. Fritch flew cross-country to Biggs Field, Fort Bliss, Texas,Oct. 
29th to ferry a new engine for installation in the B-3A plane of Lieut. Y.A. 
Pitts, en route from March Field, Calif., to Langley Field, Va. 

Visitors attending the regular monthly supply and engineering conference 
end luncheon at this Depot. Nov. Srd were Capts. S.J. Idzorek, E.M, Morris and 
It. G.W. Mandy from Fort Crockett, Texas, and Lieut. Roy W. Camblin from Hatbox 
Field, Muskogee, Okla. ) ’ 

Major Wm. O. Ryan and Lt. E.E. Harmon, of Mitchel Field, N.Y., enroute ferry- 
ing two 0-25C vlanes from the Douglas Aircraft factory, Santa hionica, Calif., to 
their home station, stoned here Nov. Sth for servicing their craft, leaving the 
following day via Randol»h Field. ; cas 

Cant. H.L. Clark, on duty at Terksdale Field, Shrevevort, La., paid an in- 
formal visit to this Desot. November 5th, while in this vicinity. 

Lieut. Thomas L. Blackburn, Air Corns Instractor with the Texas National 
Guard, Houston, visited here Nov. 5th, ferrying back a BIl »lane for the Guard. 

Lieut. Iucas V. Beau, Jr., Air Corss Instructor with the Colorado National 
Guard, Denver, arrivea here Nov. Sth to obtain and ferry back an 02-H airplane. 

Mr. C.E. Hughes, Insvector in this district for the Aeronautics Branch, De~ 

rtment of Commerce, stonned at this Depot Nov. 4th for minor repairs to his 
aco lane while on a cross-country tour of inspection. 

Lieuts. Edward M. Powers and A.W. Martenstein, Air Corps Materiel Division, 
Wright Field, Ohio, on an air tour of various stations ins»ecting equinment and 
collecting data with reference to overhavled engines, arrived here Nov. 9th and 
left for the Rockwell Air Devot on the 12th. They stopoed here on the return trip. 

Mr. and Mrs. H.B. Gates, of Evanston, Il1., parents of Cant. Warner 3.Gates 
of this Denot, are enjoying a visit with Captain Cates and fanily. 

Lieut. Iucas V. Beau, A.C. Instructor with the 45th Division Aviation, 

Denver, was a visitor here Nov. 19th, to ferry back an 02-H to the Colo. Netl. Guar 

Mr. V.J. Myers, civilian Sho. Sro't. of the Engineering Shovs of this Denoi, 
was on temporary duty for a few days at the Fairfield Air Devot observing engineer- | 
ing shop methods and syste:s in use there. ; 

Mr. Eugene B. Imder, Chief Clerix of the Depot Supoly Department of this Denot, 
left Nov. 18th for a short period of texmorary duty at the Materiel Division in 
connection with supply matters. i . 

The following airplanes and engines were overhavled and renaired in the 
Engineering Department of the San Antonio Air Depot during the month of October: 
Planes overhauled: 2 A-S, & A-S5, 1 LB7, 3 O2-H, 4 O19B, 1 O19C, 1 1D, 1 P-1C. 
1 Pelt, 3 PelF, 5 Bel, 1 BM&2B, 1 PRS, 5 PRGA; total, 34. Planes repaired: 

1 d-3B, 1 LB-7, 2 O2=H, 1 O26J, 2 O-1LOB, 1 O-19C, 1 25a, 2 250, 4 O38; 1 P1D, 
1 Bl, 1 9; total 17. Mngines overhauled: 22 R-1340, 9 R-1690, 30 V-1150, 

10 R790; total, 71. Engines revaired: 1 R-1240, 7 V-1650, 2 R790, 5 V~1150, 

4 8-975; total 19, 4 : 


Mitchel Field, L.I., New York, Nov. 19th. 


Life is beginning to brighten for the Fifth Observation Souadron here. After 


months and months of flyin: 77- "ic and. enviously watching the other Squadrons with 


their o~1G's, they are at last coming into their om and are to get all of the new 
O-250's which have arrived from Santa Monica, Everybody's havpy except, ossibly, 
Lt. John T, Martha. After a most brilliant and successful trip across the contin- 
Snt without any untoward incidents, he had to go and sx0il his record by nosing up 
his ship on the last landing of the trin here at Mitchel Field with most of his 
brother officers looking on. 








Des>ite the lack of thrilling stories and harrowing exptriences, the trip 
to California must hve been cite an event for those »rivileged few who were 
selected to ferry home the Douglas »lanes. Jvdging from: the time each took to 
make the trip, they must certainly have enjoyed it and were rather reluctant to 
return, We're ‘somewhat at a loss to account for this, as no bad weather was re. 
ported, Perhans they heard the slogan ~ "See America first." 

For a while ve feared that when we got ail our new ships we wouldn't have 
enough pilots to fly them, but someone else seems to have thougnt about thai 
too, and they have sent us eisht new officers from the recently graduated class 
at Kelly Field. We are michty glad to welcome them and hope they'll like their 
new station as much as the rest of us do. Mitchel Field is a great place, bt 
one of the drawbacks for the younger officers seems to be that it's too far away 
from New York or, perhans, it's too near. 

One other drawback for bachelors is the "Haunted House," that well knom ai. 
junct to the bachelors! quarters. However, "Hove snrings eternal in the human 
breast," and we note with nleasure that ground has at last been broken for the 
new oachelors! quarters. We might be moving into them by next winter if we 
should menage to survive this one. Of course, our pronosec trek to Florida dun 
ing January and February will be a respite, should it come off as planned. Let 
us repeat; "Hove springs eternal in the human breast." 

Speaking of Florida; on Nov. 18th, Col. Charles A. Baler ee 
arrived at Mitchel in a dense fog, or rather out of one, and requested one o 
the new 0-25C's from the 5th Smadron for a trip to Florida. It seems he had 
to get there in a hurry to tae the new Sikorsky 40-passenger amphibian on its 
first trip to South America, and he couldn't wait for one of those persistent 
Long Island fogs to lift. His remest for an Army ship was made after he found 
that his Lockheed could not be equipped for night flying without considerable 
delay. It might be mentioned in passing that there were many longing glances 
cast at that rear cockpit as the mechanics placea sind bags in it. 

The social life at this post has in a great measure made un for anything 
we "stay at homes" missed in California. <A very brilliant and successful cos- 
tume dance was given at the Salisbury Country Club on Hallowe'en. On Nov. 3rd 
an evening bridge party was organized at the Officers! Club, and on the 17th a 
stag party was held to raise fun’s to furnish the new club, when and if com- 

leted. Another dance is planned vor November 27th, which is the eve of the 
“phe Dame game. After the last dance, we are all looking forward to this 
next one. , 





Scott Field Belleville, Til., Nov. 18th, 


Scott Field pigeon loft made its biggest cleanuy of prizes at the St.Clair 
Pigeon Club Show in Belleville, Ill. Nov. 5th, 6th and 7th. Lt.-Col. John A, 
Paegelow, post commander, entered 30 homers in 41 classes in this Show and, when 
the final awards had been made, there were 41 blue ribbons, 15 seconds and 4 
thirds credited to Scott Field birds. In the first prizes were all the specials 
in the homer classes, including best old cock, best old hen, vest 1951 bird and 
best hamer of the Show. This last award was captured for the third successive 
year by "Colonel John A. Paegelow," the charrsion bird of the loft, This win 
gives the trovhy gored to Scott Field. The avard for the best display may 
also come to Scott Field when the final checking of the prizes has been made. 

Five entries from Scott Field also made an excellent showing. Mrs. John | 
4. Paegelow entered six pigmy »nouters which won four firsts and two seconds, in 
cluding chaimion »nouter of the Show. Miss Patsy Hayes, daughter of Cavt.Wolcott 
P. Hayes, entered her two Birmingham Rollers and they won firsts in the young 
hen and cock classes. 

_. Miss Jean 2. Holden, dar uter of Capt. H.W. Holden, entered two white fan- 
tails. One of these birds won the coveted »rize as best fancy bird in the Show 
in addition to winning first in its class. 

Steff Sgt. Max Bronkhurst, »igeoneer of the Scott Field loft, who is a 
member of the St. Clair Pigeon Club, took an active part in the running of the 
Show which was voted a big success by the visiting fanciers. ‘There were a total 
of about 1200 birds on display. 

Col. Paegelow is considering entering birds in the big Chicago show early 
in December, and in the Cairo, Ill., Show about a week later, in »vreparation for 
the final showing of the season at the Bational Show in Louisville, Ky. in Jan. 

Col. John A. Paegelow, Cor ‘ing Officer of Scott Field, was a guest of 
Col. Pegrain Whitworth. Commanding Jefferson Borracks, at the 6th Infantry orga 
ization Day exercises on Nov. 4th. It had been” intended that an airship from 
the Field would be present to follow the Infantry organizations vast the review 
ing stand, but unfavorable wind conditions made it necessary to cancel the flight. 

Lieuts.,Edgar T. Selzer and Josexsh A. Bulger, 15th Observation Squadron, Te 

ned to Scott Field on the night of Nov. end, after having been on a three. 
meeks' mission with the 6lst.Anti-Aircraft Battalion at Fort Sheridan, I11. The 
mission consisted of night flying for the purpose of giving the artillerymen 
practice in locating an airplane with sound and searchlisht apoaratus. On the 
return flight the officers took off from Chicago after dark and arrived at Scott 
Field at 11:45 ».m. 
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Changes in personnel at Scott Field recently saw the relief from active 
duty on Oct. 23rd of 2nd Lieuts. Claris E. Johnson, Harold A. Lidster, Cornelius 
K. Dunbar and Lloyd L. Sailor, all Air Coros Reserve. 

Lieut. Edwin H. auth, Missouri Nat'l Guard, revorted recently for a period 
of active duty extending until June 50, 1932. This is the first time a National 
Guard officer has been placed on active duty at this station. 

Twelve of the best homers in the Scott Field loft were entered in the bi 
Chicago Show to be held Dec. 1st to 6th. Among the birds entered are "Genera 
Frank Parker," one of the finest young pigeons ever raised at Scott Field, and 
"Colonel John A: Paegélow," the charmion homer of the 1930 National Show and 
winner of many other coveted »rizes. Headed by these two birds, Staff Sgt. Max 
Bronkhurst, Scott Field »igeoneer, exvects his entries to make a good showing 
and add to the already large collection of ribbons won in this season's shows. 

First Sgt. Arthur Everdell, 24th Airship Service Co., who was retired on 
October Slst, was given a testimonial dinner by his former organization on Nov. 
l2th. Following the dinner, which was attended by the officers of the uost, 
ie Everdell was presented with a 21 jewel gold watch, the gift of the members 
of the 24th Company. 

Capt. Douglas Johnston, commanding the organization, made the presentation, 
while Staff Sgt. Oluf Jensen was master of ceremonies. ‘There were numerous 
short speeches and a variety of musical numbers. 


Nichols Field, P.I., October 29th. 


esth Bombardment Squadron: We note that our friends, the 7énd in Hawaii, 
are still talking about how good they are. We are afraid they flew Pursuit 
planes too long and are thereby corrupted. We have long maintained that units 

ake on the characteristics of the planes they.use, i.e., Pursuit, noisy and 

dizzy; Observation, studied, calm and exact; Attack, gay and debonaire; @omigerd- 
ment, somber, sinister and menacing. There is hope, however, now that they have 
airplanes, that they may return to normal. We extend our best wishes to them. 

Another boat has arrived and devnarted, and the new arrivals are getting 
squared away. Some of our best noncoms have returned home and will be on the 
list to return to the Philippines on the next boat. Service out here has its 
compensations, "Ask any Colonel," Old timers will recognize that quotation and 
those who don't never knew anything. Staff Sgt. Roy M. Medcalf returned for 
station at Rockwell, being ser taaet by Staff Sgt. Lee White. Medcalf will now 
work all day and flounder around in tne sand up to his shoe tops doing it. At 
night he will sleep in a tent and there won't be any San Miguel to solace him. 
Sgt. Richards goes to Dodd Field at Ft. Sam Houston and Sgt. Miltz to Fort 
Crockett. Both these s:lendid noncoms will be missed by this unit. 

On October 2nd, this Souadron, flying a 9-ship formation and led by Capt. 
Black, »articivated in a rendezvous »roblem in connection with meeting the Trans- 
port GRANT. We rendezvoused at Bontigui Point with the end Observation Squadron 
and 3rd Pursuit Squadron from Clark Field, and then »roceeded as a Group, led by 
Major Brooks, and passed in review over the Transvort off Marinduque Island. The 
Point of Rendezvous was about 70 miles from Nichols Field and, considering the 
change in wind, the problem was very, satisfactory, even though we were 25 min- 
utes early and the 2nd Observation ¢ minutes late. The 3rd Pursuit Squadron was 
on time = surprise. Not so bad for a Pursuit unit. Incidentally, the Air Corps 
officers on the boat stated that the Hombardment as usual had the best formation 
by far. Not a surprise to us. 

We only received one officer, lst Lt. Howard E. Ingler, but he looks good to 
us. He took over the duties of Sqdn. Ingineering Officer,and we hone he will en- 
dle work and play here as much as a good soldier should. Here's how, Lieut. 

gler 

The rest of the month was hard on us for flying, already losing ten flying 
days due to rains and condition of the field. However, we make hay while the 
sun shines, and the rain has to let up some time. 

6th Photo Section: On the arrival of the Trans zort GRANT, the Section ac- 
quired a new Ist Sgt.-Mr. Set. Charles C. Leiby, from Kelly Field, Texas. 

Mr. Sgt. Wm. L. Klutz, the Section's former lst Sgt., sailed for the States, 
and will re»ort to Kelly Field for duty. He will be missed by his many friends. 


. The Section is busily engaged turning our photos of tactical areas to be 
used by the Philippine Division for their annual maneuvers. 


end Observation Squadrons Mach progress was made this month on training 
Schedule, in spite of the number of days the field vas one grand lake. We notice, 
however, the golfers don't mind a few additional hazards.-- This Squadron furnish- 
ed planes to return to Clark Field Lt. Taylor and 5 men. After taking a ride in 
their transvort, we think they enjoyed the return trip mich better, since the 
transyort squatted dowm like a tired hen upon its arrival at Nichols. = The tow 
‘ rget season is ater eae: We wonder why the 0-2H crews look so glum? Maybe they 
lon't lilze chasing targets. 


4th Composite Group Hars.: Cant. Walter J. Reed, who arrived on the October 
Transport, assumed command of this organization, in addition to his dutids as post 











- fdjatant ~ The baseball team is getting together, and it looks as if we have a 


ter team than last year. - The athletes are in training for the Dent. Athletic 
Meet to be held at Fort McKinley. Corp. Gibson is in charge of the coaching. 
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REACTION OF THE PUBLIC TO LOW FLYING 








The following article az»,eared in a recent issue of a Columbus, Ohio, 
newsnarers 
"PLANE DIVES DANGEROUSLY OVER BEXLEY 
Suburb Stirred by Perilous Stunting of Army Plane Over Residences 
Complaints are Filed 
Craft Roars Dowm Within 100 Feet of Ground, Then Zooms Up. 

Commlaints were on file Monday with three officials whose authority governs 
flying, after an army air»lane dived low over Bexley shortly before 3 ».m.Sunday, 

The »lane, of the 0-19 type, was placed in a power~dive directly over the 
suburb. The pilot mulled the shio out of the dive at an altitude of about 100 
feet in the vicinity of E. Broad Street and Remington Road. 

After coming out of the dive, the pilot pulled the ship up in an almost ver- 
tical climb. Persons connected with aviation »~ointed out that, had the motor 
failed, the »lane would surely have crashed in the closely built-up section. 

The maneuver was unnecessary and endangered the lives of many citizens, 
they said. 

According to Lieutenant A.R. McConnell, commandant of Norton Field, the 
plane was flow by Lieut, *####tkHHK* Lieut. McConnell said he witnessed the 
dive from the Army airgort. 

Bexley »olice received a score of calls from »ersons who complained that 
the ship flew dangerously near their-homes. Several residents of the suburb, in- 
cluding a councilman, immediately made complaiats. 

Officials to whom compleints were made are: Maj. Gen. James E. Fechet, Chief 
of the Army Air Corps, Washington, D.C.; Colonel Clarence M. Young, Assistan$ 
Secretary of Comserce for Aeronautics; Cavtain Frank M. McKee, State Director of 
Aeronautics. 

Regulations of the United States De artment of Commerce provide that a plane 
shall not be stunted at any altitude over a city, tom or village. 

The regulations further provide that a vlane shall not be flow over a city 
at an altitude less than that from which the vilot could glide safely outside the 
city in case of a forced landing. In-no event shall a plane be flown over a city 
at less than 1000 feet, it is specified. 

It was learned Monday that ***** dived in salute to a former classmate in 
the Army Flying School who now lives on Remington Road." 

The following editorial also apneared in a Columbus paper: 

"Lieutenant ***#* an army aviator from *# He RRA ARK IKK desired to 
salute a former classwate in the Army Flying School, who now lives on S. Reming 
ton Road, Bexley. 

The lieutenant »ower-dived his airnlane directly over Bexley Sunday after- 
noon, swooning to about 100 feet from the grownd and then climbing almost verti- 
cally. Probably he considered this a dashing disnlay of skill and courage. It 
was, in fact, a reckless display of disregard for the peace and safety of other 
people. 

Denartment of Commerce regulations »rohibit low flying and stunt flying 
over a city. There is a good reason for these regulations. A slight miscalcula- 
. tion on the part of Lieutenant ******, or a slight mechanical failure on the 
part of his plane, undoubtedly would have resulted in his death. Had he crashed 
into a house or a street, he might have killed several other »versons. As it was, 
he disturbed, frightened and angered mumdreds of people. 

It will be unfortunate if Lieutenant ****** faces discinline for what, no 
doubt, he intended as a gallant gesture. It will be more unfortunate if such ex- 
hibitions are not discouraged before they lead to tragedy." 


In an officiel commnication to the Chief of the Air Corps under date of 
November 27th, Major H.C. Kress Muhlenberg, Air Officer, Fifth Corps Area, 
Columbus, Ohio, states as follows: 

"The disciplinary aspect of the incident meritioned below is being teken up 
officially, thru prover channels. 

The object of this letter is to present the subject as a matter for publica 
tion in the Air Corps News Letter, to wt it before all pilots of the Air Corps, 
under the title: ; . 

Reaction of the Public to Low Flying 
_ It is highly probable that Air Corps officers who, for the past three or 
four years or more, have been on duty at Air Corps fields, out of touch with 
Civilians, except on cross=country trips for exhibitions at neighwring toms, o 
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airoort dedications - it is highly »rovable that such officers are not aware cf 
the change that has taken »lace in gublic opinion regarding airplanes overhead. 

The public is always anxious to have us on hana for their exhibitions, -air- 
yort dedications, etc., because our »resence is a definite asset to the commui- 
ty for that particular event; but, when the excitement of the exhibition or de- 
dication is over, the farther the nlanes stay away from directly over Mr. 
Averageman's home, the better he likes it. This feeling, three or four years 
ago, was quite dormant; tut as the number of planes has increased, with the 
consequent increase in forced landings, forced jumps, noise, and other dangers 
dnd. annoyaices, real and imaginary, to the man on the ground, this o».nosition 
to the overhead »oresence of the airglanes has increased. Today we find it mani- 
festing itself in ell sorts of unexpected ways. <A Clevelend commercial air ort 
was ut out of business cy the objection of a »roninent neighboring »roverty 
omer to planes taking off and landing over his »lace. Similer objections in 
Louisville threatened for a time to cause the removal. of the municipal airsort to 
another location. Oddly enough this objection was made by a man who had bought 
his prowerty near thé field after. the installation of the airnort. City dwellers, 
with street cars or railroads making more noise at the bedroom window than could 
be made by a squadron of vombers, will squawx long and loudly because of the lone 
air mail lane that has to fly a little closer to the house in bad weather. 

However unreasonavdle and ridiculous these objections seem to us who are vi- 
tally interested in aviation, they exist, and are ranidly giving birth to that 
dread enemy of progress - prejudice ~ a deep seated prejudice against the air- 
planes. It ill behooves the individuals of the Regilar Army Air Corps with its 
glorious record of assistance to all aviation, to countenance any indiscreet act 
which might assist in wilding uw» that »rejudice and thereby cripole aviation. 

And yet this is exactly rhat is being cone, from time to time, when one of 
us, feeling full of vim, vigor and vitality, dives at a femiliar house in front 
of which a familiar red dress is waving at us. The odd mart of it is that we 
forget how utterly immossible it is to escape hundreds of hostile eyes watching 
from below,eyes that will dash madly for the nearest telephone and faithfully 
report episode, »lane and »ilot to our home field before we can fly there. 

And after it's all over, we have violated Army Resulations and have helped 
build up that Chinese wall of rejudice against aviation - »rejudice that we all 
know must be eliminated before the airnlane can come into its own. 

It is the object of this article to show by contemsoraneous clis»ings from 
two local newspapers, the reaction of the public to a recent aerial indiscretion 
in Columbus, Ohio, and to show the utter imoossibility of ‘getting away with! 
such indiscretions, even though they don't hao.en to result in crackups." 

n= 000-=-= 


LIEUT. MecCORMICK LECTURES 


Selfridge Field furnished a s»veaker in the verson of Lieut. Harlan T. 
McCormick for the meeting of the University of Michigan Aeronautical Society held 
at Ann Arbor recently. ‘The University of Michigan Aeronautical Society is a 
branch of the College of Engineering of that University. The Society has as its 
aim aiding.to reduce the students! conceytion of aviation from that of a svectac- 
ular and hazardous industry to a common means of trans ortation, soort and mili- 
tary protection. ‘They are also tryinz to spread interest in aviation through 
the Colleges of the University and develop general student interest. 

Lieut. McCormick chose as his tonic "Military Aviation's Relation to Commer- 
Clal Aeronautics," and elaborated on the mtucl dependency of commercial and mili- 
vary aviation as regards manufacturing, wersonnel, airsort development and avia-~ 
tion legislation. licut. McCormick, who graduated from the Air Cor»s Engineering 
School, served as Air Corns Revresentative at the factory of the Curtiss Aeroplane 
and Motor Corporation, and who is now Post Engineering Officer of Selfridge Field, 
Was especially fitted of the personnel now at Selfridge to give this talk. The 
members of the Society dis»layed creat interest in the lecture and afterwards en- 
tered into a general discussion on aeronautical subjects and recent developments 
in aviation. 

Lieut. McCormick flew to Ann Arbor in a Boeing Pursuit mlane and returned 
to Selfridge Field that night after the lecture, demonstrating the ease and facil- 
ity of air transportation both by day and by night. 
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Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, November 15th. 


It is an interesting fact that many of the organizations comprising the 
12th Observation Group at Broo!cs Field nossess war history which is unexcelled 
by other organizations. 

The #th Service Squadron are loud in their »raise of their mess and the 
Sergeent who presides over it, Sgt. Harry Christ. He is slated, however, to 
attend the School for Bakers and Crooks at Fort Sam Houston, and the "cast 
down" countenances of the members of the 58th ere easily detected, although they 
do claim to see a rift in the clouds in the fact that Sgt. Nick Alexander is 
slated to succeed the near inimitable Mr. Christ. Since Sgt. Alexaiuder's ex- 
perience covers a neriod of ten years, the 58th fee’ they have the right to be 
avid in expectation. ; 

The following comprised the Thanksgiving menu of the 62nd Service Squadron 
at Brooks: Oyster Stew, Oysterettes, Head Lettuce, Mixed Sweet Pickle, Mayon- 
naise Dressing, Fresh Celery, Mixed Olives, Sliced Tomatoes, Roast Turkey, 
Giblet Gravy, Cranberry Sauce, Roast Pork and Ham, Southern Baked Ham, Oyster 
Dressing, Escalloved Corn,French Peas, Candied Sweet Potatoes, Creamed Mashed 
Potatoes, Cocoanut Tayer Cake, Fruit Cake, Hot Mince Pie, Pumpkin Pie, Anples, 
Oranges, Assorted “ais, lined Condies, Bananas, Fruit Punch, tee Cream, Coffee, 
Cigars and Cigarettes. 

This menu was almost exactly duplicated in every other Squadron, including 
the 12th Observation, 12th Observation Group Hors., eend and &8th Observation 
Squadrons, First Photo Section, and 58th Service “miadron, of which Brooks Field, 
as the lcth Observation Group, is now composed. lejor Frank D. Lackland and his 
mother, Mrs. Katherine Lackland, were amons the guests entertained by the 88th 
Observation Squadron on the auspicious day. 

Cant. Fred T. Yount, recently promoted, genial Assistant Quartermaster of 
Brooks Field, has been »rovounding a statement in the nature of a conundrum, pe 
radoxical in nature, when he ste*cs that "The Junior Captain on the Field is the 
Senior in »oint of seivice, inciuuing World War service. Captain Young has more 
than 25 years of service, including World War service. He is one of the best 
liked officers at Brooks, and numbers his friends in both Army and civilian life, 

Lieut. Stoyte 0. Ross, 12th Obs. Sqdn., is now in Jacksonville, Fla., where, 
presumably - and according to his request for one month's leave —- he is "visit- 
ing." In reality, he went to Florida for the express gurpose of taking unto hin 
self a wife, his engagement to a Jacksonville girl being announced just before 
his departure. 

Lieut. Charles H. Earnest, who filled the office of Adjutant of Brooks Meld 
upon the devarture of Lieut. L. A. Dayton for Kelly Field, and who is now the 
Adjutant of the 22nd Obs. Sqdu., obtained a month's leave and will visit in 
Mexico before returning to sail from San Francisco for a tour of duty in Hawaii, 

Cant. W.S. Gravely, Operations Officer of Brooks Field, is now in Purbenk, 
Calif., where he went for the surnose of insnectins Lockheed »lanes at the 
Lockheed Aircraft Corporation, with a view to the “ossidle introduction of these 
mononlanes into Army training. If Cantain Gravely »iaces his a7roval on these 
planes for this wroose, Brooks Field will be one of the first Fields to use 
these Lockheed mono lanes. 

Lieut. John W, Egan and Corp. Fred 0. Tyler, leth Obs. Sqdn., are at Rock- 
well Field, Calif., where. they went by rail to »rocure a C7A Trans ort. 

Lieut. R. L. Needham, fir Pes., commleted one year's tour of duty with the 
12th Observation Growp, and atter 14 days' additional duty, at his request, he 
reverted to civilian status and returned to his home at Lorena, Texas. He was a 
very »opular and efficient officer, and took with him the best wishes of his o% 
ganization and Brooks Field, 

Cant. H.H. Young, Commanding the 22nd Obs. Sain., and Lieut. Carl Brandt, 
a member of this organization, returned from Buffalo, N.Y., where they went to 
procure two O-19E planes from the Thomas-Moree Aircraft Corporation for ferrying 
to Brooks Field. 

The Officers' Club of Brooks Field, under the very cavable direction of 
Capt. Louis R. Knight, President, and Lieut. Wm. Heverley, Jr., Sec.-Treasurer, 
entertained with two cclighifvul i:.ftormal suovers for the pursose of enabling the 
official personne] of the Field to become generally acquainted. Practically the 
entire membership was present at both. 

_ Captain and Mrs. C.E. Giffin will introduce their debutante daughter to 
their friends of the Army and in civilian life at a tea, for which the Officers! 


Club of Brooks Field was chosen. Capt. Giffin was formerly the Supply Officer 
of Brooks Field. 





Second Bombardment Groun, Lencley Field, Va., Nov. 12th. 





The Seconc ionbardment Groun has undertaken a course in stremuous physical 
exercises for its officers. Wor'sing unon the sound theory that flying officers, 
esnecially those of the 2nd Bombardment Group, should develop strong backs as 
‘ well as quick and lofty minds, a series of athletic games, including hand ball 
~448— V~6214, A.C. 
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and volley ball, is bein; ran off between the Squadrons. The organizations en- 
gaging in the contests are designated,for athletic wurzoses only, as follows: 

"The Twentieth Terrors" 

"The Fighting Forty-ninth" 

"The Neaghty Ninety-Sixth" 

"The Fierce Fifty-ninth" . 

"The Furious Photo Section." 

Sometimes officers from the other organizations, those across the railroad 
tracks by the gas plant and machine shops, come domm to the Grou» to »lay, but 
they usually get whioned off. The only objection raised over these athletic 
contests has come from certain officers who claim they are becoming too strong. 

At the present stage of »hysical training, the Second Group could no doubt 
clean up on any other outfit of equal weight in a bare fisted war. 

In addition to the more strenuous forms of exercise, the Group also claims 
the horseshoe pitching championship of the Virginia Peninsula, lying between 
Buckroe Beach and Tabdbs Corner. Lieuts. Wycliffe E. Steele and Jack W. Wood 
pitch a mighty »vretty shoe, while Lieut. John (Rabbi) Ryan is no slough on the 
horseshoe lynx. 

The Grow; has been taking every ows0rtunity to run service tests on the new 
bomb sights furnished by the Materiel Division. Flights have been made on Sun- 
days and Holidays in order to take advantage of clear weather. The Grou») is very 
anxious to get a good bomb sight. Some excellent results were obtained by the 
sights under test. ‘The »ilots are wondering, however, if the weight of 34 pounds 
of one of these sights cannot be cut down. About -the only objection heard on 
this sight is its weight. Another idea which strikes the Group officers is vhat 
could be used for a bomb sight if a bullet should pass through the "innards" of 
one of these comslicated sighting machines. 

Several officers of the Group received letters of commendation recently for 
various activities. Lieut. L.S. Kuter and the personnel under his command receiv- 
ed a glowing letter of tharks from the Ordnance Det. for varticij»ation in the 
Ordnance Day Exercises at Aberdeen Proving Grounds. ‘The letter was read in oven 
officers! meeting, end Lieut. Kuter received the thanks of Major Dargue, the 
Group Commander. Lieut. Kuter wade an interesting talk on the Ordnance activi- 
ties at the same meeting. 

Lieuts. M.L. HELliott and Roy G. Cuno received letters of commendation and 
thanks from Brig. General Embick, District Commander, for their »artici»xation in 
the Yorktowm Sesquicentennial exhibition. 

Lieut. Thomas L. Ferguson received a letter of thanks and commendation from 
the Army General Staff representative of the Yorktown Sesquicentennial Exhibition 
for his work in connection with the Social Eureau. 

Another Group officer received a letter of commendation and thanks from the 
Army General Staff reoresentative of the Yorktowm Sesqui. Exhibition for Social 
Bureau. work, also a letter from tic Polish Embassy, expressing avpreciation for 
acting as aide to a Polish Lieut.—General whoattended the Yorktovm Exhibition. 

The 2nd Bombardment Group vut the final touches on the Yorktown Sesquicen- 
tennial Exhibition by flying a low formation across the battlefield, while the 
President of the United States and other State guests were de varting. 

Enlisted members of the Group also took »art in the pageant of the Battle 
of Yorktown. They represented wild and bloodthirsty Indians lurking in the woods 
for scalps. Some of the men have not been able to get all of the war naint from 
their faces and chests yet. 

Lieut. James (Jimke) W. Ha:mond returned from a two months! leave of absence 
and the Growp is now exnected to go forward and reach new heights never before 
attained, 

Lieut. and Mrs. Roy G. Cuno are s»xending two months' leave of absence in 
Europe. - Lieuts. Lionel H. Dunlap and James H. Hodges with their resyective 
wives revently returned from three months! leave of absence in Europe. They vis- 
ited so many countries and talked so many different languages that they now 
speak English with a distinct foreig accent. 

The grass on the flying field caught fire on the aftcrnoon of Nov. 10th, all 
the fire anparatus, sirens and bugles teins employed to extinguish the flames. 

49th Bombardment Squadron: This Squadron made a three-day trip to Aberdeen, 
Ma., to »articipate in the Ordnance Day Demonstration. Our mission was to drop 
two 2,000-0ound bombs in salvo and eight 600-y0und bombs, also in salvo. 

The Squadron was disamointed to have its Commanding Officer, Capt. Eugene 
L. Eubank, ordered away to observe some Navy bombing, two days before de arture 
for Aberdeen, A flight of six Bombers, led by Lieut. D.S. Kuter, accomplished 
the mission. A great deal: of interesting information was gained at the Ordnance 
Department's big show, and the handling and drovoing of these big bombs was an 
instructive exrerience. 

The twelve officers on the flight appreciated not only the information ob- 
tained but esnecially the hospitality and many kindnesses shown by the officers 
at Aberdeen Proving Ground. 
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Wricht Field, Dayton, 0., Nov. 10th. 





Lieut.—-Col. A.W. Robins resorted at Wright Field Nov. 7th to assume his ney 
duties as Executive of the Materiel Division. Previous to this detail, Col. Robins 
commanded the San Antonio Air Devot, Duncan Field. He revlaces Lieut.~Col. H.4, 
Arnold, who was transferred to March Field, Calif. 

Brig. Gen. H.C. Pratt attended a meeting of the National Advisory Committee 
for Aeronautics on Nov. 8th. Majors Hugh knerr, R.M. Jones and Cant. A.W. 
Vanaman left on the same train for Washington for a conference with the Chief of 
the Air Corns regarding 1933 estimates. 

Captain Clements McMullen, Lieut. H.H. Couch, Messrs. D.A. Dickey and A.W, 
Hamm , propeller engineers, flew to Pittsburgh Nov. 10th for conference with the 
Pittsburgh Screw and Bolt Corsoration regarding propellers. 

Lieut. H.H. Carr flew to Selfridge Field Nov. 9th to run tests on the ower 
plant equipment in the P-12B airplane. 

Capt. A.W. Stevens, viloted by Lieut. J.D. Corkille, flew to Bolling Field 
on October 27th on a photographic mission. 

Major Hugh knerr left October 28th for Washington, Middletown, Pa., and 
Langley Field for conferences at these stations regarding supylies and equipment, 

Major H.A. Straus ferried an O02-H to Kelly Field October 28th, and then pro- 
ceeded by rail to Santa Monica, ferrying back to Wright Field an 0-254. 

‘Lieut. K.B.. Wolfe flew to Buffalo. Oct. 29th for consultation with Air Corps 
representatives on duty at plants of various aircraft manufacturers in that city, 

Three YPT-9C's were ferried from Wichita, Kansas, to Wright Field by Lieuts. 
D.G.. Lingle, E.C. Langmead and Cant. A.C. Foulk. 

Lieuts. H.C.. Downey and J.J. .:Morrow were recent visitors at Wright Field, 
stopping over on their way from Santa Monica to Mitchel Field. They were ferry- 
ing two Observation planes from the slant of the Douglas Company. 

Brig. Gen. H.C. Pratt delivered an address at Grand Rapids, Mich., on Oct. 
29th, his subject being "The Materiel Division of the Army Kir Corps." On Nov. 
12th, he addressed the Lawyers Club in Dayton on the same subject. 2 

Lieuts. E.M. Powers and A.W. Martenstein left Nov. 5th for Middletown, Pa.; 
San Antonio, Rockwell Field and Santa Monica to insvect equipment with a-view to 
preparing a set of instructions covering engine overhaul. 

Lieut. C€.S. Thorpe piloted Major J.L. Hatcher to Bolling Field and Dahlgren, 
Va., for conferences on development of bomb sights. Dr. S.M. Burka, bomb sight 
engineer, left for Rockwell Field Nov.. lOth for a series of tests on bomb sights, 


Randolph Field, Texas, November 19th. 


On Nov. lst, a recention was held at the Randolyh Field Officers! Club for 
the purpose of affording all officers of the vost an op 0rtunity to become ac- 
quainted and to take the place of the first call of incoming officers and the 
return of this call. General and Mrs. Danforth, Major Martin, Col. and Mrs. 
Tsulbee, and Major and Mrs. Harwood headed the receiving line, and as the offi- 
cers and their ladies came down the receiving line they became a part of the 
. line. Punch and cake were served. The Club was deccrated with flowers and pot 
plants furnished by the green house at Randolyh Field. 

Baron von Becktolsheiin, Cantain, German Army, and a member of their General 
. Staff, visited Randolph Field on Nov. 7th. ‘The Baron is nov undergoing a course 
of instruction at The School of Fire, Artillery School, Fort Sill, Okla., and is 
studying the United States method of conducting artillery fire. 

He was commissioned in the German Army before the World War, and served 
thru the hostilities with the Field Artillery. He has been in the United States 
since last Sentember, and exvects to be here for a period of one year. Captain 
Baier, also of the German Army, now a student undergoing flying instruction at 
Randolph Field, is a »ersonal friend of the Baron, having served with him in the 
German Army. Cantain Baier entertained him while he was at the field. 

On Nov. 15th, General Danforth took the polo team, consisting of Capt. 
' Thomas W. Hastey, lst Lieuts. David M. Schlatter end Clyde K. Rich from Randolph 
Field, and lst. Lieuts. G.H. Beverley and F.G. Irvin from Kelly Field, to Tucson, 
_ Ariz., to nlay the University of Arizona's nolo team, and then to Roswell, N.M., 
to slay the polo team at the New Mexico Military Institute. Although the Univer 
sity of Arizona defeated the Training Center team by a score of 10 to 6, and the 
New Mexico Military Institute took the big ond of a 7 to 4 score, the flyers 
stated that they had been entertained in due and ancient form and that they had 
a great time-on the triv. . | aa 

The Randolph Field Officers! Club was orgenized on October 27th, with Cant. 
John B, Patrick as President; Capt. Clyde D. Finter, Vice President, Lieut. James 
D. Givens, Secretary-Treasurer, and Major F.L. Martin, Captains J.K. Cannon, 
E.D. Jones, lst Lieuts. Townsend Griffiss and John P. Kirkendall, Board of 
Governors. ' 

The Constitution and By Laws were formulated and acceted by the Club. 
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FOOTBALL NOTES 










(aL\\ 
EA on its most important football game of the season on November 

etc Iai Chanute Field 7 to O in a charity geme played in Belleville, 
ot n 


Me s the / was important, the biggzest feature of the contest was that 
there was n * i egiipf expense connected therewith, and every cent 
taken in wil Ve 


Wl p: ar to charity. ‘The attendance was about 2,000. 














When inform n was r ing the middle of October that it was the 
wish of the War Repartment thapyArstt; ts cooperate with local communities in 
relief work, Lieut.-C AS ow immediately offered to play the im- 


portant Chanute Field{game in Be} Na 
Belleville jumped \to ‘he front with ‘Ax 
cooperation with the(gaott Field 4 

At first it was 
running of the game, 
the services required. & 
Belleville High Schoo} together with fix 
rooms. ‘The officials‘vorked gratis, Axé 
and other necessary services were al 
cess of the project. 

The proceeds of the game are td be equally divided between the local Red 
Cross Chapter; the Elks': Miik Fund; the George E. Hilgard Post, American Legion; 
end the St. Vincent de Pavl Society. ‘The American Legion Band donated its ser- 
vices, and its pleying added greatly to the "atmosphere" of the game. 

The winning of the game was not accomolished until the last two minutes of 
play. The first quarter was a kicking duel with little advantage to either 
team. Scott had an edge on the olay in the second quarter, but Chanute stonped 


The Junior Chamber of Commerce of 


as each pointyw igh someone was found to donate 
%e} game was donated by the 
masitum facilities for dressing 
y the football, tickets, advertising 
7 tosidea by people interested in the suc- 











‘two serious marches towards its goal before real danger impended. In the third 


quarter, Chanute came back strong and had the ball in Scott's territory most of 
the time. Just before the quarter ended, Chanute marched to the 17-yard line, 
The Scott line held firmly sterting the\fourth quarter and Chanute tried a drop 
kick which failed. : 

Following a penalty which -mt Scott Field back on its own two-yard line, 

Guy took the ball out of danger on a 15=yard end run following a fake kick. The 
march was continued to Chanute's 35-yard line, where the ball was lost on downs. 
Then came Chanute's biggest scoring chance, when it recovered the ball ona 
fumble on Scott's ll-yard line. ‘The next three plays, however, netted but six 
yards, and a sweeping end run resulted in a 20-yard loss. Taking the ball on 
downs, Scott Field started a drive which resulted in the only score of the game. 
A line plunge, two long forward passes and two more line plunges »laced the ball 
over the line. ‘The kick for the extra point was good. 

Scott Field line-up: Bahorich, le; Lewis, 1t; Szumski, lg; Sixon, c; 

Keene, rg; Reed, rt; Haywood, re; Shanks qb; Guy, lhb; Osborn, rhb; Sievertsen,fb. 
Chamate Field line-up: Leonard, le; Thompson, 1t; Hoffman, lg; Jurnig, c; 

Coleman, rg; Stinchcomb, rt; Ferguson, re; Christmas, gb; Bievins, lhb; Oliver, 
rhb; Lester, fb. : 

Scott Field scoring: Touchdown, Skarda, substitute for Shanks; point after 
touchdown, Guy. 

--~000-—— . 

The football season at Selfridge Field this year proved very successful thus 
far. Under the coaching Of Lieut. Harbold, assisted by Lieuts. Meehan, Griswold 
and Baker, the team has been working hard, with gratifying results. ‘The season 
Opened October 4th with a practice game with tne Marine City Merchants. ‘The game 
was slow and substitutions were mumerous. Selfridge won 12 to 6. 

On October 10th, Scott Field was invaded and defeated 6 to 0. ‘The details 
of this game were covered in the last issue of the News Letter. 

On October 17th, Selfridge Field, much weakened by injuries of its players 
in the game the previous week, was defeated by the University of Detroit Freshmen 
by the score of 12 to 0. ‘The game scheduled for Oct. 25th with Chamte Field was 
tancelled due to lack of transzortation for the Chamite team. 

At Port Huron on Nov. lst, Selfridge defeated the Port Huron Merchants 32- 
20, The Selfridge team played a much immroved game and gave promise of a success- 
ful completion of the season. Games are scheduled with Chamte Field at Rantoul, 


the Fenton Athletic Club, and with Scott Field (a return contest) to be played 
at Selfridge Field. | | 
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The Fort Crockett football team had a very successful season to date, win. 
ning three games and losing one. ‘The first game o:? the season was with the 
Rice University "B" squad. Considering the calibre of their opnonents, the 
_ Flyers didn't feel a bit dovnhearted over the 41 to 0 score the Rice team ran 
up. Although the squad at first lacked the s»irit and team play that coaches 
 Lieuts. Tut. Imlay, Ten Landon anc Walter Kent had honed for, it wasn't long be- 


fore the lacking essentials hrc :.de their ax.earance. Since that time the 





. Flyers layed the following teams, with resuiting scores as listed: Fort Crocket; 
_-€, Houston Syorts 0; Fort Crockett %, Hughes Tool Co. 6; Fort Crockett 14, 
Randolph Field 7. 

Hach year the Brooks Field squad and Fort Crockett have scheduled a game 
with each other. This year, due to the removal of several brooks Field units to 
Randolph Field, the Fort Crockett Flyers engagec tne latter in Galveston on 
October 22nd.. It was the second game in four days for the Crockett team, but 
this did not sto; them from Jiving Randolph a fast game. Much interest was cen. 
tered in this match, as it was generally felt that the winner would be a strong 
contender for the. Corns Area Championship this year. The fact that end Lieut. 
George Kinzie was coaching the visitors was enough to assure all concerned of a 
good game and convince the local squad that their ovzponents would be hard to teat, 

Winning the toss, Fort Crockett elected to kick. Unable to gain, Randolph 
soon lost tue bell to the Flyers. Powerful line »lays were used to make big 
gains through the visitors! forward wall. Tilton, Crockett fullback, lunged 
over the line for the score within the first five mimutes of olay. Bentley kick 
ed goal from placement. Late in the second quarter, a 38-yard run by Huff placed 
the ball: deep into Randolsh's territory. A few »lays later, Perkins scored the 
second Flyer touchdown. isxtley made another perfect kick from placement. 

Probably the most sensational »lay of the game followed the Golden Tide's 
second touchdown, throwing a bad scare into the Crockett squad who were beginmin 
to feel certain of victory. Raley, receiving Landon's Kicl+off on his ow 15- 
yard line, charged behind perfect interference tirough the center of the Crockett 
team for a touchdown. Morgen made the extra ~oint good. The score was 14 to 7, 
in favor of Fort Crockett, and it remained that way to the end of the game. 

In a night game with the freshmen team of Southern Louisiana Institute at 
Lafayette, La., on Nov. Sth, Fort Srockett lost by a score of 45 to 6. The gam 
however, was really interesting and full of thrills, the Crockett men odatiling 
hard against an eleven rated as vastly superior to the varsity. 

The big game with the Dr. Pexyser Bottlers took place on Nov. 15th. After 
outplaying their rivals for the entire first half, the Soldiers fell easy prey 
to a deadly aerial attack which the Bottlers ovened un late in the game, for 
their first touchdown. The seven-»xo0int lead was too nmch for Crockett, and the 
Peppers had: little trouble in addin;; two field goals and another touchdom to 
make the final count 20 to 0. The Flyers were very weak on their vass offense 
and defense, but showed a world of vower in a charging line that threw their 
opponents for one loss after another. 

The football team at Randolsh Field is nade up of enlisted men from 
Randolph Field and a few who are »vlaced cn detached service from brooks Field. 
To date, no officers have »layed on the team in any game. All students are re- 
stricted from »laying in any game, due to the fact that they micht receive in- 
juries which would interfere with their training. ‘The men who make up the team 
are all uew to each other, some of them cominz from March Field, some from Kelly 
Field, Fort Warren, Fort Sill and Brooks Field. However, they are woricing to- 
gether very well as e team, considering the fact that this is the first season 
they ever nlayed together. Due to the fact that the field was ovrened at a leté 
date, no »re-season games were arranged. 

U» to this. writing, Randolph Field lost four games, being defeated by Fort 
Crockett, the Field Artillery, the 23rd Infantry cud the 9th Infantry. The 
usual game played between Brooks and Kelly Field now being ea thing of the past, 
Randolph and Kelly were scheduled to »lay at Fort Sam Houston on Thanksgiving 
Day. Randolph Field will enter a team in the 8th Corps Area Yournament which 
starts in San Antonio on December 4th, all games to be played at the League 
ES ae ene). vere 


Scott Field football team lost a close game on Nov. 15th to the Trojans of 
St. Louis by a 7 to 6 score. About 1800 svectators witnessed this contest at 
Scott Field. ‘This wes the same team which Scott defeated by a six touchdowm 
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margin earlier in the season. ‘The immroved »nlay of the visitors, couvled with 
the many injuries received by the Scott end and backfield nlayers, made this 
contest an even one. Both of the ends and three of the first string backs had 
to watch the game from the side lines. The first hald brought no score,although 
the home team had a slight edge in olay, esvecially defensively. Late in the 
third quarter, on a fourth dom, a Scott back attenzted to catch a Trojan vass 
insteac of batting it down. The bell, after being jugsled twice, landed in a 
Trojan »layer's arms on the G-yard line, and one »wlay wes sufficient to wut it 
over. A Yorwara yess scorec. tuc extra »oint. 

Scott came back with a fine sustained drive of about 65 yards in the last 
quarter for its touchdom, but the vlace kick for the extra >oint was dlocked. 


0 ne oD nD me 


Fourth Comoosite Group, Nichols Field, P.I., Oct. Sth. 





66th Service Squadron; Menila night life seems to get our bachelor officers 
down, as the following clinning from the Manila Daily Bulletin would indicate: 

"Prominent Army Officer Returns from Bezuio. Lieut. James S. Stowell, Manila 
oleyboy and well imov:. local clnLion, returned Wednesday from a visit to Baguio. 
Lieut. Stowell has been recunerating in the Mountain Province in anticipation of 
a gay social season in Manila." : 

end Observation Squadron: The Squadron furnished 12 airnlanes for an aerial 
review anc insnection by the Secretary of War, and sent nine to Fort Mciinley 
the following day for another review for the Secretary. 

For individual combat missions, machine guns were installed in the reat 
cockoits of several %19C's, and the observers in those ships were given an op- 
portunity to simlate war time flying. After trying to train a machine gi on 
an enemy lane from a bouncing cocknit, several observers were heard to agree 
with Sherman's ovinion of war. 

The Commanding Officer of this organization, with the ayoroval of Major 
Brooks, Post Coumander, declared a holiday for the officers and enlisted men of 
the Squadron on Set. 15th, due to the excellent »erformance of aities in th 
past and during the ins»ection by the Secretary of War. A picnic at the Calamba 
Sugar Estate was decided won, and the Scuadron arrived there early in the morn- 
ing by car and »lane, ready to attack the eats awaiting them. 

The edge of thirst and hunger worn off, cifferent forms of ammsement were 
investigated. Tech. Sgt. Hoijer and Staff Set. Lester took charge as masters of 
ceremonies, with thr result that all men took a dip in the swimming »00l, full 
pack, whether they wished to or not. Those who objected hit with a biczer 
splash. A kangaroo court wer also held, with Sets. Hoijer and Lester as accusers 
and judges. With this satisfactory arrangement, none of the defendants escazed 
sentence. About 4:00 ..m., the »sarty broke w» snd started homevard. Everyone 
said the outing was second fo none the Squadron ever had, all of which wes made 
possible by the wonderful generosity of the Calembe Sugar Estate. We extend our 
most sincere thanks to them for their cooperatioa. 

6th Photo Section. The Photo Section was kent busy during the month supoly- 
ing pictures of the Secretary ef War's arrival in the Philipoines and of his in- 
spection of all the airslanes of the 4th Comiosite Grown. From the large smile 
on the Secretary's face, he was mighty well >leased with the aerial review. 

Lieut. Ployer P, Hill end fevily denarted for nearly three months! vacation 
in China and Javan. Lieut. James S$. Stowell, vho assumed command of the Section 
cn the devarture of Lieut. Hill, also devarteu for a ten-day vacation to Baguio. 
During his absence, Lieut. R.W. Gibson directed onerations. 

e8th Bombardment Squadron: Wine B-GA Bombers, led by Cantain Black, verti- 
Cipatea in a cross-country formation flight to Laoag, Ilocos Norte, 255 miles 
northwest of Nichols Field. Pilots maxing uo the formation were Major Brooks, 
Captains Black, Gaines, Lieuts. Zettel, Colman, Stowell, Malone, McCormick and 
Huggins, The wurpose of this, the first lon cross-country flight attempted 
Since the beginning of the rainy season, was to try out the landing field at 
Laoag, where Eombers have never attempted to land before. 

October lst opened the training season for bombers and aerial gunners. Inci- 
dentally, this year we are training enlisted ~>ersonnel as well as officers in this 
Work, end it is whisnered about that the officers are in for some heavy cometi- 
tion. Our >rosnective enlisted bombers are Sts. Grant, Nero, Mathews, Keuul, 
Harvey, Olson, Norich, Bulloch, Youngs, Eimey, Scixltz and Xolins. For our Bombers 
We have Sets. Linard, Drobin, Martini, Dexter; Kiroy, Ross, Jonnson, Cols. Lambert. 
Trammel, Needles, Pvts. Finilestein, Lester, Yhite, Shiplett, Ponyman, Guy,Walker, 
Earp y, Sweet, Pringle, Frieks, Dillion, Krusxey. Well, here's looking to some 
high record~breakinz scores. 

This Groun wos insvected by Hon. Patrick J. Hurley, Secretary of War, on 
Sept. lith. He found everything on the field shin shave, 36 lanes passing in 
Teview before him. After the insvection was comoleted, he cormlimented the Group 
hs ca on the splendid show nut on for him with those famous last words: 

ne. 
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INSPECTION DIVISION NOTS 


Cross Country Envelones 





In order to insure that cross-country envelopes contain at all times the 
items listec in Air Corps Circulars 15-67 and 15-67A, and in order to facilitate 
their »roner maintenance, it is suggested and recommended that when envelo ves 
are assemoled end ready for issue they be sealed by using a heavy .iece of white 
paver (summed if “yossible) S inches wide and = inches long g, won waich is typed 
the folloving information, amended as requirec. 





HUVELOPS NO. 1 CONTAINING 
TAX EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE 
W-9S000% to W90020 INCL. 
Be oje ie 
PLEASES RETURN TO OPERATIONS OFFICER, 
SELFRIDGE FIELD, MT. CLaMiNS, MICH. 
was eK 
NOTICE 
THIS SEAL NOT TO BO REMOVED OR TORN 
UNLZSS NECESSARY TO CORRECT OR USE 
CONTENTS 











By using the above seal on all cross-country enveloves, it will not be ne- 
cessary, once the envelopes are »renared for issue, to again check the € envelone 
until such time as it is necessary to change contents or “unless the seal has 
been broken by personnel on cross-country fligh tS. 

--—000--~- 


AIR CORPS CIRCULAR 69-6 


Various methods are now em loyed at fir Corns stations for the ~wroose of 
eempolying with »aragrach 2d, Air Coros Circular 50-6, dated August 18, 1928. A 
visual wall chart very six ita xr to the one below has been in use in the Overa- 
tions Office, Bolling Fielc, Washington, D.¢., since the issuance of this Circu- 
lar and has proven iceal for the maintenance of the required record. These 
charts may be made in “ony length and width, accordins to the needs of the ow 
tion, and fux mish at a glance the various tynes cf aircraft for which vilots at 
the station have hanes rated an onerating thowledg ze of the starting ignition 
and fuel systems and their control. 

It is recommended in all cases where this chart or a similar one is initiat- 
ed that it be maintained in the office of the station Oxerations Officer. 





RECORD OF COMPLIANCE WITH AIR CORPS CIRCULAR 60-6 


















































; TYPES OF AIRCRAFT os 
Name and Rani: ce “Te {;sras [ Beat CH] Ice 
| 
Anderson, John, 1st Lt.|10-31+30 |10-21-30! 1-6-31 6~ 731 | 10-14-3] 
a 1 | sania oe - ew 
Brom, William, Gayt. | 1-c-29 | 149429 6-15~31 | 1015-5 
See _ a i | cminici’ ig 
Jones, John, Major | | 
_ 4. =e [a eee 
Smith, Bill, 2nd Lt. P=LO=31L 10-31 | 710-31 | | 7410-31. 
iieiaiatigeias taconite eG! ee = Pipe vatactate A case paren ~t —ooooo ee 
Willians, Roy, Cant. 8-10-30 | 810-30} 6-10-31 | 1-31 | 423-31 | 11-104 
| l ! | — 











Note: When chart is initiated, ~ersonnel should be listed in alszhabvetical order 
regardless of rank, with sufficient snace between each letter for additions. 


---~000-~— 
UNSATISFACTORY REPORTS 


During recent technical insvections conducted by representatives from this 
office, many unsatisfactory performances of aircraft and equinment have been re 
ported to the insvecting officers concerning which, subsequent investigation dis 
closed, no Unsatisfactory Resort, Air Coros Form No, 51, had been suomitted, I 

~4,54— ye6214, A.6 
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many cases the negative revort recuired by paragragh 2b, Air Coros Circular 
15-52 had not been submitted where no unsatisfactory performances occurred in 


the, renorting activity during the month. 


If Unsatisfactory Reports in all cases are not conscientiously prepared 
and submitted, the Materiel Division has no means of imowing the various mainten- 
ance difficulties arising in the field and is therefore wnable to take proper 
corrective action. Weglect in the submitting of Unsatisfactory Repoorts may even 
result in loss of life. 

It is esvecially recommended that officers in charge »f Station, crow) and 
Organization technical devartmente, such as: Photogravhic, Parachate, Conmmmica-~ 
tion and Armament Sections, make frecuent use of the Unsatisfactory Renort and 
submit imnediate revorts of all unsatisfactory »erformances of equinment occur- 
ring in their res,ective activities in order that such equipment can be improved 
as ranidly as possible. Station Mgineering Officers could assist materially 
if, when there is forwarded through them an Unsatisfactory Revort (as required 
by parasranh 2 a, AC Circular 15-54) they investigate to determine if the diffi- 
culty is being experienced in other organizations or departments at the station 
and include such inforration in their comments which are added to the Unsatis- 
factory Re»norts. 


4 


Many station activities are now numbering Unsatisfactory Reports. As this 
facilitates filing and refereuce, it is recoumended that All Unsatisfactory Re- 
ports be numbered serially by each Station Engineering Officer, commencing with 
Number 1 anc continuing consecutively throughout each calendar year. 

---000-—— 


The following Technical Orders and Letters have been issued since the last 
issue of the Air Corps News Letter on November 9, 1931; 








Date and No. "Subject Distribution 
9/15/31 Technical Orders, Generel »rovisious - General 
TO~OO-5 exnlanation of system end distribution. 
10/22/31 Airslanes and Parts, General use, care General 
TO-Ol-1~82 and disvosition of small yum) and pressure 
type fire extinguishers. 
10/27/31 Photographic Eouipment,Chemicels and sen- General 
TO-10-5—1 sitized mterials - coniainers for and 
storage of. 
10/30/31 Fuels and Imbricants, Aircraft-engine General 
TO-O6-10-1 lubricating oil ~ storage and use. 
11/1/31 Monthly Index of Technical Instructions General 
TO-00-0~8 
11/23/31 ' Replacement of impeller shaft bearing All Depots and Chanute 
Th-31~95 pert No. 105, at overhaul of all SR 1340 
type engines. 
11/13/32 Revlacement of snoring drives in Leece- All Depots and Chanute 
Th-31-~-115 Neville 3 and 4 generators 
11/23/31 V-1150 and V-1570 fuel swap drive.(Re~ All depots except Panama, 
T31-127 working of housings and shafts). 
14/19/31 Bearings oversize on ovtside diameter Wright, Chenute, FAD, MAD, 


TI~31-195 for V, GV and GIV-1570 engines. (Replacing SAAD, and RiD. 
ing letter same No. of 6/25/31). 


11/21/31 Reworking pilots safety belt assemblies General 
TI-31-213 No. O74005, ~ 
13/23/31 Modification of main bearings and Chanute, TAD, MAD, SAAD, 
Th-31-262 journals Nos. & & 8 on GV and GIV-1570 and RAD. 
engines, 
11/10/32 Checking electrode clearance with tem- Chanute and all Devots,. 


TI-31278 plate No.4+140 in scintilla type V-AG 
QD Magnetos. 


11/7/34 Towing targets with model C-6A airolanes Bolling, Crissy, Cryckett, 
TL~31-~279 France, Langley, Iuke, March, 


Mitchel,Selfridge, West. 
PT., Nichols, Hawaii,Phil- 
jopines and Panama A.D. 


11/19/31 Inspection of Wing Terminal Fittings on Bolling, France ,Iuke,March, 

TeS1-280. Pel2, P-12B, Pel2C, Pel2D and P-l2E air = Mather, Maxwell 4th Comp. 
Dlanes,. Croun, Selfridge, Wright 

. and all Devots. 

11/9/32. Change in installation of windshield om Wright and all Depots 


T-31—282 P12B, P-12¢ and P-12D airplanes. 


n/i6/32 Inspection and resoldering of clip-vilot General 
31--283 parachute frame, Dwg #066397 
~450- V~6212, A.C. 





11/11/31 
T-31-284 
11/11/31 
TI-31-285 
11/25/31 
TI-31-288 
11/18/31 


TL-351-289 


11/19/31 
~TL-31+290 


11/20/31 
TL-31-291 


11/19/31 
T-31-293 


Change on instrument board on B3A, Bod, 
YlE: and Y1B% airplanes.. 

Reinforcement of tail »ost on Ford C-4A 
airplanes. 

Flare equipment for ®7 and (7A 

air lanes. 

Instructions on the overation and main- 
tenance of King-Seeley fuel gauge. 


Replacement of clamp, landing gear axle 
fairing on Pel2B airplanes. 


Replaceront of accelorction sump lever 
No. P-14022 on stromberg carturstors. 


Installation of carburetor air intake 
stack screens on PI-3 airplanes to pre- 


vent rags, tools, and parts from entering 


the carburetor air intake. 
—~~000——= 


Bollin= Field, Anacostia, D.C., Nove 19th. 





Wright and all De nots. 


Wright and FAD, MAD, RAD, 
and SAAD 

Brooks, March, Mitchel, 
FAD, RAD and SAAD. 
Chanute, Crissy, Kelly, Marg} 
Mather , Maxwell , Selfridge, 
Wright, FAD,MAD,RAD & SAsp 
Bolling, France, Iuke , March 
Mather, iaxwell, <th Comp. Gy 
Selfridge and all depots. 


FAD,RAD,SAAD and Chanute, 


Chamute, FAD, MAD,RAD, and 
SAAD 


ADDITIONAL NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS AND STATIONS 


Lieut. Stranathan recently returned from a trip, carrying as ,assengers Lt. 


Ool, Fickel and Congressman James. om | were gone & little over a month 
during this time covered an»roximately 13 


airports. 


first to oven the duck shooting season. 


» and 


,000 miles and visited aj roximately 90 


Very little trouble was encountered on the trip, and from all am» 
pearances it must have been a »leasant one. 


Our Commanding Officer, Major Davidson, and General Fechet were among the 


Chincoteague Bay. 
On Nov. 9th, Major Davidson, Canb. Eaker, Lieuts. Umstead and Lawton flewa 
night mission to Middletown to attend the two-day MIngineering and Suo ly Confab, 
Lieut. Goodrich, our Photographic Officer, Lieut. Cousland, Sgts. Matos and 


Williams "shot wo" the U.S.S. AKRON on its visit here. 


tion and no misses were recorded. 
Lieuts. Merrick, Cousland and Goodrich ferried three BI-2B planes to San 
Antonio, Nov. 18th, returning by rail. 
There are two volley ball teams on the post, comoosed of officers of this 


command. 


It has become a very posular game among 


contests with other cood teams in this vicinity. 


Squash has also wecome ve. iateresting to officers at the field. 


They spent a few days down on 


Film -as used as ammuni- 


he officers and it is desired 


Some of 


our Squash fans would like to arrange games with other nearby vost teans. 


The Bolling Field Basketball Team is starting its season under the able 
management of Lieut. Cousland and Sgt. Clavadetcher and have moulded a team that 


will prove worthy of their efforts. 


best teams in the District and nearby ‘laces. 


---000--= 


PILOTS GET DUCKING - 


They have scheduled games with some of the 


Second Lieuts. T.W. Crawford and J.P. Biggerstaff, of the 2nd Bombardment 
Group, Lan-ley Field, Va., "took the rain" on October 2lst, when the Keystone 


Bomber in which they were flying dived into back river. 


As the aviators were 


returning from a bombing mission, one motor stoy»»ed, and the nilot, Mieut. 


Crawford, could not make the field. 
tail first and whipped over on its nose. 
still in the "golden chair" when the 
strains, twists and bruises, as well as a complete bantism. 
taken to the hospital. 


In landing in the water, the Bomber struck 
Lieut. Biggerstaff, the bomber, was 
‘lane went over, and he received jars, 


Both officers were 


Lieut. Crawford was up and about the following day, but 


Lieut, Biggerstaff is still recovering from his shake dow. 


v~6214,4. 




















